Minutes of Meeting held on 18th March 2008 at the Village Kitchen

Present: Colin Thompson, Caroline Kaighin, Peter Hatch, Jenny Gayler, Peter White, Alex White, Barrie Archer, Liz Pennick  and three representatives from Gallery One, Siobhan Orchard-Webb, Marian Orchard-Webb and Alison Hart

Colin Thompson welcomed the Gallery One representatives and introduced the committee members to them.

Marion Orchard-Webb presented the committee with details of Ian Woodard, a very talented young sculptor on the brink of success, with a studio in Petworth, who is currently living in Guildford. He was brought up in Grayshott and attended Grayshott School. It was suggested that a life-size family group could be considered and although no costs were available at this stage, Gallery One emphasised that they were not looking for a commission on this piece. Limited edition, smaller versions of the sculpture could be made and sold to raise funds for The Square project. The committee liked the idea of a local sculpture being involved with the scheme and it was agreed to take the idea to the Parish Assembly for consideration and display some of Ian’s work for viewing.

1.
Apologies: Peter Harrison 

2.
The minutes of the previous meeting with Chris Williams on 19th February 2008 were circulated and agreed.

3. The Co-op had been improved with new side fascias facing The Square which were an improvement although some people were reported to be unhappy with the large pictures in the windows. The new external pipe-work was unappealing and the bins by the stairs were still a problem.

4. Chris Williams from the Hampshire Country Towns Initiative was producing a report for HCC. If we are successful with our bid, there may be funding of up to £200,000 for the project. If not, we are back at Square One. A decision will be made by HCC in May.

5. The Square Group AGM will be held at the Parish Assembly on 4th April and a Treasurer’s report would be needed. Caroline Kaighin reported that she had paid the £21 fee to the Parish Council for the licence fee for the Party in the Piazza. Colin stated that the Parish Council had agreed to amend the licence to include the Square in time for the event on 11th May. We currently have around 90 members. Barrie Archer volunteered to maintain the membership database.

6. Future fundraising events :

6.1 
St George’s Day on 23rd April – Peter Hatch and Colin Thompson volunteered to erect the tent in The Square and Colin would collect tables from the Village Hall. Liz to organise flags, squash and scones from volunteers and set-up from 2pm, serve from 3.30pm. Peter White suggested that the Village Kitchen would provide tea, sugar, milk, jam and cream, a tea urn and cups, saucers and plates. Donations of min. £1 to be requested. 

6.2 
Paella in the Plaza – 1pm on 11th May. Peter White to organise 2 Paella cookers – one for meat and one for fish. Byron Johnson is a flamenco guitarist and could be contacted via Vic Cracknell. Also, Murray Crawford and Zac form Bohunt School – Liz to ask. Barrie to ask Tracey Sharpe about dancers. Start with 120 tickets and add more if we get another tent. Funding could be sought from Sam James for another tent if required.

6.3 
Wimbledon Tennis event – Several members of the committee would be away for that weekend so it was felt it may not be feasible but Peter White would investigate the big screens.

In the meantime Jenny Gayler agreed to do a brief to discuss and put forward to the landscape architect.

6.4 
An event for September – possibly a brass band, seating with tea on a Sunday – 14th was suggested. Colin to ask Sarah re. Godalming brass band. 

6.5 
Art in the Square – local artists had expressed a wish to exhibit their work in the Square one evening perhaps. Gallery One was hosting an exhibition of graduate work at the end of October, beginning of November and may be able to incorporate the two. Liz to liase with Mr Wickes.

6.6 
Pete Hatch advised that PIG would possibly like to use The Square for stalls as part of Sunday Funday which will run from Noon until 7pm. Thee PIG committee will decide at the next meeting.

6.7 
Other suggestions –A Food Festival to include restaurants and food providers – an initial pitch fee of £25 was suggested but you would need a lot of people attending to make it worthwhile. This could be considered for next year. An initial letter to prospective vendors could be sent out to get response. Antiques Fair and Valuation day. Businesses in the Square should be asked how they feel about these ideas.

7. Jenny Gayler presented each committee member with a copy of the brief she had prepared for the prospective landscape architect, for consideration at the next meeting.

Peter White was thanked for his hospitality. The next meeting will be at 7.15pm on 29th April at the Village Kitchen. 
