Minutes of the Meeting of the Square Group held on 10th July 2008

Present: Colin Thompson, Peter Hatch, Barrie Archer, Caroline Kaighin, Peter White, Alex White, Jenny Gayler and Liz Pennick

1. Apologies: Ann Myers

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 10th June were read and agreed. 

3. Treasurer’s report. The Paella in the Plaza event raised £1740, but the £21 License Fee is still to be paid to GPC out of this. The bank account shows £6050. This excludes the £2000 pledged by GPC. Liz Pennick to supply Caroline Kaighin with TENS licence paperwork for payment of £21 fee to be made to GPC. 

4. A meeting was held on 7th July in GPC office between members of The Square Group, Chris Williams, Katie Morgans, Christianne Strubbes from Hampshire Country Towns Initiative and Stephen Destehoare from EHDC. Colin Thompson, Peter Hatch, Liz Pennick and Jenny Gayler, together with Katie Morgans and Steven Destehoare would form the project team, with Katie Morgans as team leader. They will meet monthly, with the first meeting to be on 13th August. HCTI hope to implement the scheme in late summer/autumn 2009. They were pleased with the consultative process so far. The first stage of the project requires a site survey, and it is proposed that this will be instigated by the Parish Council and paid for out the £2000 grant allocated to the project. Colin Thompson advised the committee that Nick Chilton would be meeting with The Square Group in August to draw up a funding plan. Disposal of the paving slabs would need consideration. Liz had been contacted by Nick Askew, a local architect, who had moved into the area and had offered his services. Colin agreed to contact him and explain the current situation regarding HCTI. 

5. Publication of minutes – It was suggested that Peter Hatch should publish minutes of meetings on the Grayshott.com website. This was agreed by everyone. Peter Hatch agreed to upload the members’ database onto his email provider and email members regarding the website link and boundary walk sponsorship.            

6. Events: 

· Sunday Funday – Colin Thompson reported that a board had been set up showing the activities of The Square Group at the Sunday Funday but that it had been unmanned for a while as he was unwell. Sponsorship forms for the boundary walk were also available for people to complete. 

· French themed lunch on 14th September – Liz Pennick produced a draft poster for discussion. It was agreed to change the name of the event to Plate du Jour dans La Place as Moules were not popular with everybody.  Two options would be available: ‘Moules et Frite’ or ‘Coq au Vin’. Barry Archer agreed that she and Julie at Grayshott Books would make a note of people’s preference for food when buying tickets. This will give Peter White some idea of quantities. The words “al fresco” should be replaced with an alternative, such as “sur la terrace” or similar. It was agreed that ‘Kia Royale’ should be the aperitif. Peter White said 12 young people to serve would be preferable. Peter Hatch has contacted Vic Cracknell to see if he can locate an accordionist. 

· Boundary Walk - Colin Thompson said he would be away for the event. Liz Pennick agreed to organise an awning and chairs. Caroline Kaighin would organise the barbecue. Gordon Sanderson to be contacted regarding signage. 

· Artist Display - This will be held on 14th to 18th October. Tim Wickes will be away during the week of the Art Exhibition. Jenny Gayler to contact Jim and Julia Bevington. Liz Pennick to contact John Wooldridge, local art classes and GDFAS.  It is proposed that artists will donate a small percentage of any sales revenue to The Square Fund. Anyone interested in exhibiting should contact Gallery One for more details. 

· Croquet at St. Anne’s – Peter Hatch to work with Colin and Vanessa Thompson to co-ordinate event. Caroline and Kevin Kaighin to provide lamb for the barbecue. . It is hoped that this event will raise £500 as 50 guests are invited paying £20 each for a ticket. There will be croquet on the lawn and an honesty bar. 

· Other Events:

· Morris Dancers – Pilgrim Morris Men would be using the Square from 10-11 am on 19th July. 

· Grayshott Decorative and Fine Arts Society are holding a cake and tea stall on Tuesday 9th September at 11am. 

· Christmas Market – BIG are responsible for organising and this is usually at The Fox and Pelican. Not aware at this stage of any plans to use The Square this year. 

· Ice Rink – It was suggested that an artificial ice rink could be installed in The Square prior to Christmas. Caroline would research this on the Internet and Liz Pennick to ask Ann Myers as it was thought she had some knowledge about this facility. 

· Alex White would compile a list of events held so far for HCTI/other sources of funding.

7. The next meeting will be held at 7:15 pm on 2nd September in the Village Kitchen. Apologies in advance from Barry Archer. 

Peter White was thanked for his hospitality and the meeting closed.

