GRAYSHOTT PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of a Meeting of the Recreation & Amenities Committee

Held in the Council Office, Grayshott Village Hall

On Thursday 13th August 2009
Present: Mr. S Georgii (Vice-Chairman), Mr. C Slaughter, Mr. I Robinson, Mrs. A Myers, Mrs. J Gale Mrs. L Pennick (Clerk), and Mrs. B Hardy (Assistant Clerk). 
1 Apologies – Mr. R Fudge and Mrs J Bevis. As Mr. Fudge was unavailable, Mr. Georgii assumed the Chair.
2 Declaration of Interests – None.
3 Minutes of Meeting held on 11th June 2009 – Mrs Gale asked that her name was taken off the apologies list as she is not on the committee for R and A. The minutes were then agreed and signed.

4 Matters Arising – None.
5 Allotments

5.1.1  Beech Allotments – Two allotments have become available for the end of August. The Clerk will be contacting people from the waiting list accordingly. Due to the recent thefts from the allotment, the padlock has now been replaced.
  
5.1.2
Stoney Bottom Allotments – There has been an e-mailed received from one of the allotment holders requesting that when the contractor maintains the allotment he avoids damaging crops. It was noted that plot “A” was very overgrown with very little crops growing in it and the Clerk was asked to write to the plot holder reminding them of the terms and conditions. 

Allotment holders have commented that they were happy with the removal of the unwanted rubbish from the allotments. 

5.2 
Waiting List - There are 6 people on the list at present but two plots have just become available. 
5.3
Application for a Green House – There has been a request from an allotment holder seeking permission to erect a green house with toughened glass. It was agreed that plot holders would be allow to erect a greenhouse no larger than 8’ x 6’ on removable slabs with toughened glass, subject to approval of the design by Chairman of GPC, Chairman of R and A and the Clerk. Plot holders should be advised that responsibility and liability for the safety and eventual removal of the green house remains with the plot holder.  The Clerk was asked to reply to the applicant.

It was noted that the committee looking into bee keeping on the allotments would report to P and R in October.  
6       Lyndon Green and Littlejohn Corner Playgrounds.

6.1
Littlejohn Report – Mr. Murphy reported there have been no problems to report at the Littlejohn play area. It is being well used.
6.2
Lyndon Green Report – Mrs. Myers reported that is has been very busy during the holiday period. The gate still requires a new catch for ease of opening.
7
Lyndon Green/ Village Green.
7.1
Wet Pour – The wet pour has been replaced and seems in order.
7.2    
Lyndon Green Fence – Mr. Slaughter and Mr. Robinson had replaced the broken slats. The hedges have been cut. It was noted that the street lamp along the path was not working. The Clerk was asked to report this.   


8        Trees – EHDC had notified GPC of a temporary TPO on a tree sited on Parish Council land inside the tennis court. Councillors felt this would protect the tree roots during the construction work on the Phillips House development and there was no objection. The Clerk was asked to note the TPO on the tree survey. 
9 Sports Field & Pavilion

9.1 Cricket nets installation has now been completed. The cricket club are keen to protect the nets and surface from vandalism by locking the gates. As it is a requirement of Parish Council that the nets are available to all to use it was agreed that a notice should be displayed on the fencing advising the public of the location of the key to gain access. The Clerk was requested to contact the Sports Field Committee and the Cricket Club to ask for two contact numbers for key holders. Mr. Murphy volunteered to be a key holder. It was noted that the area of ground beyond the cricket nets had not been made good satisfactorily. The Cricket Club have a agreed to rectify this. The area where the cables have been laid for the flood lights has sub-sided and the Football Club had been asked to rectify this. The Clerk was requested to ask them to also remove stones from this area as they could be used as ‘ammunition’ and would damage the blades on the mower if they came into contact. Land around the bonfire site required attention and the P.I.G Committee had agreed to fund re-seeding.       
9.2 Pavilion repairs – Mr Georgii informed Councillors that Lyndon Owen was obtaining quotations for upgrading the heating and hot water systems. Mr Owen and Brian Archer had agreed that the best form of heating would be electric storage heaters which could be used after any rebuild programme. The ceiling had been repaired following the burst pipe and work had been undertaken on the toilets in time for an important Cricket Club event. Councillors were concerned that no permission had been sought from the Parish Council and as yet no costs had been advised nor invoices received. A quotation had been received by the Parish Council for replacement doors and windows, presumably for the front of the building. The Clerk had advised the SFC that two further quotes were required to comply with GPC standing orders. It was unclear why this work was deemed necessary. It was agreed that the Chairman of GPC, Mr. Slaughter, Chairman of R and A, Mr. Fudge, Chairman of SFC, Mr. Chilton and the Treasurer of SFC, Mr. Wheeler meet to discuss the responsibilities of the SFC and GPC. The Clerk was requested to arrange this.     
10      Highways & Footways
10.1    Drainage outside the Famous Chef Takeaway – This problem had been discussed at P and C and Sam James had been informed. He has written to Colin Taylor in Highways and the Clerk has informed Haslemere Town Council who have forwarded the message to Surrey County Council. As the establishment affected by the flooding is a food outlet, Councillors felt that pressure should be put on Hampshire Highways to resolve the issue as a matter of urgency. The Clerk was requested to e-mail Colin Taylor and Steve Neat from Hampshire County Council, and copy Sam James and Ferris Cowper about the problem. Mr Slaughter informed Councillors that the drainage problems in Headley Road Car Park had finally been rectified.     
10.2
Traffic Calming – A full exhibition of traffic calming proposals would be mounted in the autumn.        
10.3
Highways maintenance questionnaire - Mr. Georgii read out the Traffic Management reports and requests from Sam James. The Clerk had responded regarding the proposed SLR asking for support for this project and had informed Councillor James that the two hour parking in Headley Road was no longer considered feasible. It was also pointed out that we had no received a response from Highways in respect of the possible of a pedestrian crossing. Ruth Olczyk had since advised on this matter. It had been suggested that the surface treatment for Headley Road adjoining The Square could be considered a form of traffic calming for motorists which would assist pedestrians crossing the road.
10.4
Choose 30 Parish packs – Councillors agreed that the bin sticker packs could be an economical way to remind motorists of the 30 mph speed limits in the village. The Clerk was requested to purchase two packs which would be funded from the R and A budget and Councillors would ascertain where these could be placed. In addition, they could be publicised on the website and on the Grayshott Scene for residents to collect from the Parish office. It was noted that a 20 mph speed limit for the centre of the village was being considered by Highways. 
11     
Skate Park

11.1
Reports – Mr. Fudge had visited the park regularly over the last six weeks and it was being well used. Litter still accumulates from time to time. 
11.2
Repairs and Maintenance - Mr. Fudge had advised the Clerk that the paint on the ramps was wearing off and another coat would be required by the winter. Mr Slaughter confirmed that the budget allowed for two maintenance visits per year including painting the ramps. The Clerk was requested to obtain another estimate and contact PSG in Haslemere to enquire about the cost of suitable paint for the ramps. The hole in the back board still needs attention. 

12
The Square 
12.1  
Inspections and reports – Mr. Georgii had submitted regular reports and The Square was satisfactory and the planted areas were looking very nice. It was noted that the weeds were prolific probably due to the wet weather. It was agreed that the Clerk should ask Mr Hitchcock to treat them. This would be paid for from the R and A budget.   
13.
Car Parks 

13.1   Headley Road Rockery Update and quotation – An estimate had been received from Mr. Hitchcock to build the rockery at a cost of £366 including materials but not including plants. It was agreed to accept this quotation as Alpines are slow growing, it would require very low maintenance. The Clerk was requested to finalise arrangements with EHDC in this respect. An appeal for plants could be put in the Grayshott Scene.   
14.
Library Update – Mr. Georgii advised Councillors that the Library service had agreed to the GVHMC request for a rent increase following the intervention by Councillor Ferris Cowper. The contract is for a 5 year lease with no cancellation permitted for the first 12 months and 6 month notice thereafter. The library would therefore remain in situ for the minimum of 18 months.  The Library Service is also obliged to redecorate before leaving.. Councillors were very pleased at this outcome.
As the time was 9.30pm the Chairman requested an extension for half an hour, all agreed. 
15.     Correspondence 
15.1
 Healthier Hampshire - Health & Wellbeing Partnership Strategy Consultation – Mrs. Myers and Mr. Slaughter agreed to study this and respond on behalf of GPC 

15.2
Pavement outside Tesco’s – A resident had tripped in this location. The Clerk had advised her regarding the ownership of the paving and Sam James and Ferris Cowper had also been informed. 
15.3
A letter had been received from Miss. Clissitt regarding traffic calming issues in the village. The Clerk was asked to respond to the points raised.  
15.4
In Roads – Highway Maintenance newsletter – noted.
15.5
Hampshire Playing Fields Assoc. newsletter – noted.

16.    Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 8th October 2009 

The meeting closed at 9.35pm

Signed: ………………………………………..
Date: …………………………………………..

