GRAYSHOTT PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of a Meeting of the Recreation & Amenities Committee

Held in the Council Office, Grayshott Village Hall

On Thursday 11th February 2010
Present: Mr. R Fudge (Chairman), Mr. S Georgii (Vice-Chairman), Mr. C Slaughter, Mr C Thompson, Mrs. J Bevis, Mr I Robinson, Mrs. E Pennick (Clerk), Mrs. E Sleigh (Assistant Clerk) and one member of the public. 
1 Apologies – Received from Mrs A Myers and accepted by all.
2 Declaration of Interests – None.
3 Minutes of Meeting held on 10th December 2009 – The minutes required amendments to item 11.1 (the money was set aside by Hampshire Highways Authority, not HCC, for traffic calming measures & the traffic calming exhibition/consultation was due to commence, not expire, at the end of January 2010).  The amended minutes were then agreed and signed.
4 Matters Arising – Mr Slaughter advised that he had received further correspondence from GPC’s solicitors regarding the Tennis Courts / Philips House sewer diversion, and that the engrossed Option Agreement had been signed and returned and the return of the title deeds had been requested.
5 Allotments.
5.1  
Waiting list:  Mr Fudge advised there were twelve on the waiting list, plus two existing plot-holders requesting more allotment space.
5.2
Renewal of plots:  Mr Fudge confirmed that all existing plot-holders had renewed their tenancies, with one half plot at Stoney Bottom having been relinquished. 
5.3
Feedback on allotment holders’ meetings held on 21/1/10 and 28/1/10:  Mr Fudge confirmed the meetings had been well attended and useful.  He advised Councillors that a request for a water pipe extension at the Stoney Bottom site had been received by plot-holders.  Mr Robinson suggested that a surface hosepipe extension may be a less costly alternative.  It was agreed that the clerk should organise a quote for the water pipe extension.  

5.4
Provision of new allotments:   A quote for new allotments was presented to Councillors.  Due to the high cost, the Clerk and Assistant Clerk were asked to seek two more quotes for comparison.


Mr Fudge confirmed that plot-holders had been advised of GPC’s intention to create approximately 10 new plots at the Beech site, and also the wish to make provision for beekeeping.  The Clerk advised that the new allotments could possibly be funded by EHDC’s ‘open space’ pot from Developers’ Contributions, and that the deadline for submitting a report to EHDC is 23/2/10, and the forum at which the application would be decided is on 16/3/10.  All agreed that funding for the project and new waterpipes at both allotment sites should be sought, and the Clerk was asked to prepare and send a report and application to EHDC.  Mr Slaughter asked the Clerk what ratio GPC needed to fund the project, and the Clerk confirmed that there was no ratio – Developer’s Contributions can be taken as a whole.
6
Play Areas:  Lyndon Green & Littlejohn Corner.
6.1
Littlejohn Corner Report – Mr Murphy advised that the slide needed polishing, the equipment would benefit from being re-painted and that the litter bin was hanging open at the base and not staying attached to the lid.   It was agreed that the Clerk and Assistant Clerk would investigate costs of polishing the slide and re-painting the equipment, and, on investigation, organise a replacement bin if necessary.
6.2
Lyndon Green Report – The Assistant Clerk reported that the play area was in good condition but that the slide required polishing.  Mr Thompson advised that he was going to move the bench from The Square and install it on the hard standing next to the picket fence.  It was agreed that the Clerk and Assistant Clerk would investigate the cost of polishing the slide and re-painting the equipment in time for spring.
7
Lyndon Green & Village Green.
7.1
Mr Thompson read out the re-drafted risk assessment document.  The Clerk pointed out that a slight amendment to the final paragraph was required, in order to provide clarity that the parish council inspections of the open spaces were weekly and the ROSPA inspections were performed annually.  All agreed that following this amendment the risk assessment document could be approved and it was resolved that the document be adopted.
8        
Trees.
8.1
Mr Thompson proposed that some of the trees that had fallen or been removed along the Headley Road side of the Sports Field could be replanted.  All agreed to this proposal in principle, with consideration to the type of trees used (eg not trees with low branches and heavy leaf fall due to the proximity of the football pitch).  The proposal was noted in principle as an aspiration for future consideration. 

9 Sports Field & Pavilion.
9.1
Sports Field Committee recommendations:  Mr Fudge advised there were no recommendations to report, as the next SFC meeting was the week commencing 15/2/10.

9.2
Sport & recreation survey:  The Clerk was asked to circulate responses to the survey to all Councillors.

Mr Fudge announced that the Sport and Recreation exhibition is being held on 27/2/10 at Grayshott Social Club, and the associated poster was shown to all.  Mrs Bevis asked if a copy had been sent to Grayshott Primary School and if copies were going to be put up at the entrance to the sports field.  Mr Fudge confirmed he would ensure that copies were delivered to the school, also to residents of Waggoners Estate and at the sports field entrance.

The meeting was adjourned at 8.12pm in order for a member of the public to speak.  The meeting reconvened at 8.14pm.

9.4
Moles:  The Assistant Clerk showed Councillors two quotes for mole control on the sports field.  Councillors reviewed both quotes and iIt was resolved that the Assistant Clerk should request Apollo Pest Control to proceed with the mole treatment.
9.4 
Dog fouling and dog warden – feedback from Environmental Services:  Mr Fudge read out the e-mail from EHDC’s Environmental Protection Officer regarding dog fouling on the sports field.  Councillors noted the feedback.  Mrs Bevis advised that bin lids on the sports field had been strewn on the floor recently, and she had had to replace them.  The Clerk confirmed that she would contact the waste collectors regarding this.
9.5

Cricket net sign:  The Assistant Clerk showed the proposed sign for the cricket nets, and confirmed that the Cricket Club had agreed to pay for the sign and were arranging its production.  
9.6

Mower repair:  Mr Fudge informed Councillors that the mower required a new trip switch and that the repair had been approved already, as the problem presented a safety issue and was therefore a necessary procedure.  The Assistant Clerk confirmed this work was due to be completed in the next couple of weeks.
10      
Skate Park.
10.1   
Report:  Mr Fudge reported that the skate park was generally in good order, but that there was still litter present on a regular basis.  He reported that the bin had been re-located to inside the skate park, and that grass seed would need to go down where the bin had previously bin positioned. 
11     
Highways & Footways.

11.1
Traffic calming and proposed exhibition:  Mr Fudge advised that the exhibition, held by Hampshire County Council and Surrey County Council, is being held on 26/2/10 (pm) and 27/2/10 (am) at Grayshott Village Hall.  The Clerk confirmed that GPC had been asked to help publicise the event via posters and Grayshott.com, and that HCC would perform a letter-drop to residents of Crossways Road.
11.2 

Condition of roads:  It was noted that the general condition of roads had been exacerbated by the snow which fell in January.  Mr Thompson informed Councillors that Emergency Group Grayshott (EGG) had been formed by local volunteers, and that Councillors had agreed to fund grit/salt at the recent meeting of the Full Council in January.  The EGG team had identified items that would be useful to them (shovels, salt spreader, scoop, plough).  Buy In Grayshott (BIG) had approached Hindhead Golf Club for help with funding, who had agreed to donate up to £500 from its charitable fund, on a 50/50 shared basis with GPC.  Councillors discussed the matter and it was resolved to recommend to GPC a proposal of donating up to £250 towards the EGG purchases.   


Mr Murphy advised that he had been asked if more grit bins could be positioned further along Whitmore Vale and Valewood Lane.  Mr Thompson advised that it was his understanding that HCC will treble the grit bin allocation this year and that Parish Councils could identify up to 4 new locations for lockable grit bins.  Locations at The Square, the corner of Stoney Bottom, Crossways Road were suggested, as well as 1 for each of the 3 car parks – as the car parks are EHDC land, it was suggested that EHDC could be asked to supply them and to ask HCC to fill them and keep them topped up.  The Clerk and Assistant Clerk were asked to investigate the matter further. 

Mr Robinson commented on potholes in the road at the top of Pooks Hill, opposite the Sports Field, outside the access to the Philips House Construction site; between Chestnut Close and the second pinch point and, despite some repairs, in Crossways Road as you go past Boundary Road westbound.  Mr Fudge advised there were also potholes present near the other pinch point on Headley Road.    The Clerk was requested to bring these to the attention of Hampshire Highways.                    

11.3
Bus shelters:  Mr Fudge confirmed the repairs to the shelters at Lyndon Green and Waggoners Bend had been completed, and all noted they were much improved.
11.4
 Nuisance vehicles:  EHDC advice and poster:  Noted.
12
Litter & Litter Bins.
12.1
New bin at Lyndon Green play area:  Mr Fudge confirmed the new Tidybear bin had been installed and had been well received.
12.2
 Report on BIG organised litter pick:  Mrs Bevis confirmed this had been a success, although made tricky due to icy conditions.  Mr Fudge gave thanks to the efforts of BIG and Mr Thompson proposed that a letter of thanks be sent to BIG – all agreed.

13.
The Square. 
 
13.1 
Inspections & report:  Mr Georgii advised there was nothing to report, other than to note the trees had been pruned back to prevent birds nesting in them prior to the refurbishment of The Square.  Also, The Square could benefit from weed killing, although this may not be necessary if the refurbishment work starts in April as planned.  Mr Thompson confirmed that the contractor for the work had been selected and that the work was due to start mid April.  The Clerk confirmed that EHDC can re-position the old bins from The Square if they are undamaged.  The Clerk showed photos of existing bins on and near Lyndon Green, to gauge opinion on which bins should be replaced.  Mr Slaughter proposed that both tulip bins near the bus shelter be replaced with those from The Square, and that the old base on the village Green be removed if possible.  All agreed.  Mr Thompson advised that the notice board by Keats Estate Agents and ‘Village of the Year’ plaques will need to be taken down and stored.  There had been enquiries about having plaques to promote businesses, and it was suggested that these and the Village of the Year plaques could perhaps go on the front of the Police Office.  
14.
Car Parks:
14.1
Headley Road car park:  Rockery:  The Clerk advised that she was still waiting for a date for commencement of the work. 
14.2
 Crossways Rd & Glen Road car parks:  The Clerk advised that a new contractor would be required as of 1/4/10.  The Clerk will approach new contractors and confirm.
15.
UN2010 Year of Biodiversity:.

15.1

Feedback on the “Think Global, Act Local” conference:  Mr Fudge reported that he and Mrs Bevis had attended the conference, which they found interesting, particularly in relation to the Bordon Biodiversity Action Plan and how it was used to limit the effects of planning development.  Mrs Bevis considered some aspects of the biodiversity action plan, if kept simple, could be helpful for the Community Plan project that she is involved with.
16.
Correspondence:

16.1
E-mail to Cllr Ferris Cowper from a local resident re. grit bins:  Noted. 

16.2
Letter from Party In Grayshott (PIG) requesting to use Lyndon Green and Village Green on 20/6/10:  Councillors were in agreement that PIG should be allowed to use the greens, subject to the usual conditions, and with a proviso that the soft-pour path and new turf was not damaged, and a reiteration that The Square would be out of bounds due to refurbishment.

16.3
Correspondence from a Headley resident regarding traffic congestion in Grayshott:  Noted.

16.4
HCC Hampshire Countryside Services Funding / Grants update:  Noted.  The Clerk reminded Councillors about the state of the paths near Beech Allotments and all agreed that it would be a good idea for The Clerk to follow up on possible funding for maintenance of the paths.

16.5
Hampshire Constabulary leaflet reporting on Grayshott PCSO:  Noted.

17.    Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 8th April 2010.
The meeting closed at 9.12pm

Signed: ………………………………………………………..

Date: …………………………………………..

