GRAYSHOTT PARISH COUNCIL


DRAFT
Minutes of a Meeting of the Recreation & Amenities Committee

Held in the Council Office, Grayshott Village Hall

On Thursday 8th October 2009
Present: Mr. R Fudge (Chairman), Mr. S Georgii (Vice-Chairman), Mr. C Slaughter, Mr. I Robinson, Mrs. J Bevis, Mr. H Murphy, Mrs. E Pennick (Clerk), Mrs. E Sleigh (Assistant Clerk) and one member of the public. 
1 Apologies – Mrs A Myers
2 Declaration of Interests – Mr Fudge declared a prejudicial interest in item 10.2.
3 Minutes of Meeting held on 13th August 2009 – The minutes were agreed and signed.
4 Matters Arising – None.
5 Allotments.
5.1  
Beech Allotments & grazing land – Notice on the grazing land had been given by the current tenant and the rental contract will terminate at the end of December 2009.  In order to determine usage of the land in 2010, it was agreed residents would be asked (via notices; Grayshott.com; Grayshott Scene) to register their interest for an allotment, should more allotments become available. 

Water pressure / consumption for Beech Allotments & grazing land – The Assistant Clerk will meet with South East Water on 12th October to investigate any leaks.
5.2
Beech Allotments security – It was noted that the new chain & padlock were in situ and an allotment holder had advised the Clerk it was working well.  Mr Robinson suggested the sign on the gate should include instructions to press the button underneath the padlock in order to release it.  Mr Robinson also suggested that the chain be stapled to the fence post, and the padlock be brazed to the chain if possible.  All agreed.
5.3
Stoney Bottom Allotments – Some fly tipping had been noticed.  There is no lock on the gate.  The Clerk will organise repair of existing lock or replacement.
5.4
Bee-keeping – Whilst Councillors are keen to encourage bees, it was noted that the report indicated conditions at Stoney Bottom were not ideal for keeping bees.   However, it was agreed that a decision on whether to allow a trial hive or not will be taken at the GPC Policy & Resources meeting on 12th October.

6
Lyndon Green & Littlejohn Corner play areas.
6.1
Littlejohn Corner Report – Mr Murphy advised the slide needs polishing and the swing-frames, seesaw and gate look in need of a re-paint.  The Clerk was asked to get advice on painting.
6.2
Lyndon Green Report – The Assistant Clerk reported that the elephant springer needs oiling, the bin inside the play area is broken and the slide frame paint is chipped.  Mr Robinson will oil the springer and the Clerk & Assistant Clerk will address the other issues. 
6.3
The Clerk reported the catch for the gate is being sourced.  

6.4
New guidelines for safety surfacing under springers – The Clerk advised that grass can be used instead of bark.  However it was agreed to retain bark chippings for the time-being.
6.5
It was agreed that the swing-frames, seesaw and gate of Littlejohn Corner play area should be re-painted next spring.

7
Lyndon Green & Village Green.
7.1
Mr Slaughter confirmed the chestnut fencing repairs by the bus stop next to Lyndon Green were in hand.
7.2   
It was noted that ROSPA information advised that children play in open spaces as well as on play equipment.  It was agreed that GPC should use a formal risk assessment of public open spaces and Mr Fudge agreed to draft the document so it can be agreed and adopted.


8        
Trees.
8.1
It was noted the tree in Hill Road that GPC had received two complaints from the public about, had now been topped, and was not deemed to be unsafe.
9 Sports Field & Pavilion.
9.1 The Grayshott Sports Field Committee 2009 AGM report was noted.  An invoice for floodlighting has been received from Maytia, for payment by GPC, subject to receiving funds from GSFC and the job being completed satisfactorily.  Mr Slaughter made a recommendation for the Policy & Resources meeting on 12th October, to consider waiving a standing order to receive three quotations.  Mr Robinson seconded the proposal.  Mr Fudge agreed to remind the Cricket Club, Football Club & Sports Field Committee of GPC policy and rules of accountancy.  
9.2 An increase in dog fouling on the sports field was reported.  Bags had been attached to the dog bin and more stickers had been affixed to the dual-use bins.  It was suggested that strong reminder notices be placed at all entrances to the sports field.  
9.3 Sports & Recreational Survey:  The SFC had received a quotation for landscape architect’s work in connection with the sports & recreational survey.  Mr Slaughter proposed GPC accept the quotation subject to receipt of funds from SFC.  Mr Robinson seconded the proposal.  All agreed.
9.4 The proposal to eliminate Japanese knotweed from the sports field was agreed by all.  The Clerk will check budget and organise contractors.

9.5 It was agreed that the floodlight in the sports field car park could be repaired or replaced if necessary, to be arranged and paid for by SFC.

9.6 Tennis Courts / Philips House diversion of sewer:  Mr Slaughter reported that GPC’s solicitors are awaiting corrected documentation in order to safeguard GPC’s position.
9.7 The laminated sign regarding key-holders for the cricket nets has had to be replaced.  Mrs Bevis suggested a metal sign be affixed inside the nets.  The Clerk suggested getting a quotation and informing the Cricket Club.  Mr Fudge will also ensure the football club is aware of the procedure for retrieving lost balls from the nets.

10      
Highways & Footways.
10.1   
Condition of roads – Mr Fudge reported that there is noticeable subsidence on the roads, particularly at Crossways junction.  The Clerk reported that the drains in Headley Road, near The Famous Chef, had been overflowing and the drains in Crossways Road car park were blocked, and showed photographs.  Mr Slaughter thanked the Clerk for taking the photos, and it was agreed that the Clerk should e-mail the photographs to Hampshire Highways and ask Steve Neat to walk around the village with Mr Fudge, to view the problem areas.
10.2
Parking issues in School Road – A letter from Grayshott Primary School regarding parking issues at collection and drop-off times was noted.  It was agreed that GPC, together with PCSO Jim Leggatt, should discuss the issues with the Highways department and seek their informal advice.  
10.3
Disabled bay signage in Crossways Road:  Mr Robinson reported that the sign had now been repositioned correctly.
10.4
Bus stops near Waggoners bend:  The Clerk confirmed that signs were due to be fitted at the bus stops on each side of the road, and a hard-standing on the route to Headley was due to be in place this week.

10.5
Bus shelter adjacent to Village Green:  Mr Fudge reported there is graffiti on the back of the bus shelter.  The Clerk will arrange for removal of the graffiti.  It was noted that the bus shelter near Lyndon Green requires a re-paint and two slats need repairing.  The Clerk will ask Hampshire County Council for a contribution towards refurbishment.

10.6
New grit bins for School Road & Whitmore Vale Road:  The Assistant Clerk will arrange these.  Re-location of grit bin in Whitmore Vale:  Councillors approved the new location.  The Assistant Clerk will write to residents to confirm details.

10.7
Grove House pavement:  The condition of the pavement and weeds present outside Grove House was discussed.  The Clerk will seek an update from Cllr Sam James and Cllr Ferris Cowper on the situation.

11     
Litter & Litter Bins.


The Clerk provided details of the new proposed bins for the Square refurbishment and Councillors were happy with 
the design.  It was agreed that once the new bins were in place, EHDC will be requested to move the existing bins to 
Lyndon Green, to improve uniformity.


Litter had been noticed on Headley Road pavements recently.  The Clerk advised that EHDC have a duty of care to 
respond to individuals who make complaints about litter.

It was suggested that GPC could offer to donate bag holder tools to BIG for use at their Litter Picks.  This idea was 
approved by all, as GPC were keen to support the volunteers in their efforts to keep the village clean.  The Clerk will 
contact the BIG Committee to confirm if the tools would be useful.  If the gesture is 
supported, the cost will come from 
GPC’s grants budget.

12
Skate Park.
12.1  
Inspections and reports:  Mr Fudge reported that the skate park was in good order but the litter problem persists.  He recommended positioning a bin inside the skate park, mounted to the fence.  Mr Georgii suggested trialling re-positioning the bin that is presently on the allotments side of the skate park to inside the skate park.  The Clerk will confirm with the contractors that collection from inside the park is possible, and if so, confirm a cost for moving the bin.
13.
The Square. 
 
13.1 
Inspections & report:  Mr Georgii reported that the planters were deteriorating rapidly but this was not an issue.  The paving was satisfactory.  The hand rail on Keat’s side of steps is possibly loosening, this should be monitored.
14.
Car Parks.
14.1
Headley Road car park:  The Clerk reported she was still awaiting an update from EHDC on the maintenance and rockery.  

14.2
Path adjacent to Stewart House in Crossways Road car park:  Mr Fudge will liaise with EHDC’s legal department in order to facilitate the provision of planters by a neighbour who has expressed a wish to provide and maintain planters in this area. 

15.     
Correspondence 

15.1
Letter from Grayshott Gardeners: A letter had been received regarding the planting of the war memorial garden which had been undertaken by the volunteers.  All agreed that they had done a magnificent job, and the Clerk will return a letter of thanks to Grayshott Gardeners.
16.    Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 10th December 2009 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm

Signed: ………………………………………..
Date: …………………………………………..

