GRAYSHOTT PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the Council Office, Grayshott Village Hall 

on 9th November 2009

Present: Mr. C. Slaughter, Chairman; Mr. C. Thompson; Mr. R. Fudge; Mrs. J. Gale; Mr S. Georgii; Mr. C. Jones; Mr H. Murphy; Mr I. Robinson; and the Clerk Mrs. L. Pennick 

1.
Apologies – Mrs A. Myers and Mrs. J. Bevis

2.
Declarations of Interest – None

3. Minutes of Meeting held on 14th September 2009 - The minutes of the meeting held on 14th September 2009 were agreed and signed.

3.1 
Matters Arising - There were no matters arising.

4.
Planning & Conservation Committee

4.1 Minutes of meetings held on 1st October and 5th November 2009 were noted. Article 4 was not supported in respect of the Conservation area. It was noted that Mr. Chris Murray had been appointed Head of Planning at EHDC. The Bay Leaf restaurant was now open.

4.2
Recommendations – It was recommended that the Parish Council should support a Community Plan to be undertaken by a separate body of volunteers, following a presentation by Linda Murray and Jo Dixon at the planning meeting held on 1st October 2009. This would discussed further under item 9.

5.
Recreation and Amenities Committee
5.1 Minutes of the meeting held on 8th October 2009 were noted. 

5.2 Recommendations – Councillors were made aware of the plans drawn by the landscape architect showing possible locations of sporting activities on the Sports Field. Mr. Thompson reported that the position of the cricket nets had not been drawn correctly on the plans and consequently the tennis court could not be located next to them. The football pitch would need to be moved nearer the houses on the western side of the field to fit a court in. Concerns were expressed at the close proximity of the tennis courts to the football pitches and the distraction of balls and voices of mangers’ and spectators to tennis players as well as the noise from the skate park. Mr. Chris Murray, Head of Planning at EHDC had viewed the area and did not envisage a planning issue with the proposals. 

5.3 Sport and Recreational Survey – Phase 3 of the report had now been received. The Steering Committee would be meeting with Sports Development officers at EHDC to ascertain what would be feasible. No decisions have been taken at this time to sell the land on which the tennis courts are presently located and it is essential that consultations are held with neighbours and clubs using the Sports Field and Tennis Courts before any decisions are made. The plans for the pavilion would be included in the consultation. The money raised from the sale of Tennis Court land could be used to fund the pavilion re-build. Neighbouring local authorities could also be approached for funding as MUGA facilities would be used by residents in the Waverley area as well as East Hampshire residents.

5.4 Speed Limit Reminder Signs – the following locations were agreed for the signs which will be installed for 6 separate 2 week periods throughout the year:

Twice on lamp post no. 5 opposite the Sports Field in Headley Road, in the 40mph zone monitoring traffic travelling east.

Once on lamp post no. 5 opposite the Sports Field in Headley Road, in the 40mph zone monitoring traffic travelling west.

Once on lamp post no. 8 in Crossways Road, in the 30mph zone monitoring traffic travelling east.

Once on lamp post no. 8 in Crossways Road, in the 30mph zone monitoring traffic travelling west

Once on lamp post no. 8 near the junction with Chestnut Close in Headley Road, in the 30mph zone monitoring traffic travelling east.

5.5 
Bus shelter improvements – the clerk reported that quotes were being obtained for the painting of and repairs to the bus shelters at Lyndon Green and Waggoners bend in Headley Road. Discussions had been held with EHDC and Mr. Adam Craig had intimated that money may be available for the improvements. It was agreed that if the estimate is considered too high then alternatives should be sought.

5.6 Christmas tree and lights – Richard Hitchcock will be asked to contact Mr Stutchbury about a tree for The Square and it was noted that this should be smaller than the one selected last year due to the difficulties encountered with it. Mr. Fudge volunteered to organise volunteers on the day to meet at Mr. Stutchbury’s house at 10am and to arrange for Mr. Knifton to be in the Square to connect the electricity. The Clerk was requested to arrange for the loan of the steps from Mr. Penny at the Village Hall. 
5.7
Sports Pavilion Improvements – The three estimates for the heating improvements had not been received by the Clerk. Mr. Thompson proposed that if three independent quotations were received one week before the P&R meeting in December, the committee should be authorised to accept one of these quotes in order for the work to be done for the winter as this was badly needed. Mr. Jones seconded the proposal and all agreed. Mr Fudge undertook to liaise with the pavilion manager to ensure the quotes were received in time. Replacement doors had not been discussed at a GFSC meeting and doors that opened outward onto the patio would not be acceptable as they could cause an accident or blow shut and be damaged.
6.
Policy and Resources Committee
6.1 
Minutes of meeting held on 12th October 2009 - Minutes of the meeting held on 12th October 2009 were noted. Mr. Thompson brought item 7. to Councillors’ attention reminding them to be aware of the possible effects that comments may have which should therefore be made sensitively. It was noted that the audit commission had approved the 2008/09 Annual Return of the Parish Council not the 2009/10 Accounts as stated in the minutes, which would be amended before signing at the next P&R meeting. 
6.2
The Square refurbishment project -  Councillors from the P&R committee had attended the Project Team meeting held on 4th November 2009 and Councillors were now asked by Mr. Thompson to consider the following proposals:

6.2.1. To approve the appointment of Katie Morgans as the Project co-ordinator and Colin Robertson as the CDM following the receipt of their qualifications for the respective roles. This was seconded by Mr. Slaughter and agreed by all. 
6.2.2. To approve the order for 4 bespoke seats and 2 bespoke benches as per the estimate received from Factory Furniture in the lighter coloured wood. A FIELDFARE grant had been awarded by RDPE for these items. Mr. Robinson seconded the proposal and all agreed.

6.2.3 To agree the electricity service provider for The Square. It was agreed to use Southern and Scottish Energy who currently provide electricity at all other locations owned by the Parish Council.
The standard form of tender contract was made available to Councillors for perusal. This would be amended accordingly for the project. A clause pertaining to the future maintenance of the trees for a period of 3 years by the contractor would be included in the tender document to protect them until they are well established. Grayshott Gardeners should be asked if they wish to be consulted on the planted areas. A list of 6 contractors had been agreed by P&R Councillors on the recommendation of HCC. All contractors had £10million public liability insurance and were approved contractors given the size of the contract. Five of the contractors will be invited to tender by the middle of December, with one contractor held in reserve. HCC as our agents will assess the tenders and make a recommendation of acceptance to GPC. It is hoped that the work will commence in April 2010 but it may be June before it is finished. An exhibition of the proposed materials, lighting and images of seating and trees will be displayed at the Christmas market on 12th December.
7.
Grayshott Scene and Annual Parish Assembly Publicity – the Chairman expressed concern that the newsletter was not sufficiently publicised as not many copies had not been collected from the venues. It was not known how many had been accessed on-line. This would be a problem in March as the Parish Assembly is normally advertised in this edition. An A board could be displayed in The Square announcing the publication and also advrtising the Parish Assembly and copies of Grayshott Scene should be made available at the Xmas wrapping service in The Square on 19th December. The Clerk undertook to email key contacts in the village and informed Councillors that copies had been taken to the Village Kitchen. It was suggested that copies could be made available at the Doctor’s surgery, dentists and hairdressers. There was some discussion about the size and format of the current newsletter and consideration was given to reverting back to a smaller version which concentrated solely on Parish Council news and was published more frequently. A smaller version could be displayed on the Parish Council notice board. The Clerk agreed to email copies of Headley PC newsletters for Councillors to look at. I was noted that A boards would not be allowed in The Square once it was refurbished and the notice board on the wall of Keats needed to be moved. If a new free-standing board was sourced then perhaps the original board could be mounted in the bus shelter. 
8.
Starter pack for new residents - GPC input – it was agreed that the Chairman should explore the possibility of including Parish Council contact details, a link to the on-line VDS and the Grayshott Scene in the new starter pack with Andrew Meehan who was organising the packs.

9.
Parish / Community plan – following the recommendation of the P&C committee it was agreed to encourage a few keen residents to come forward to prepare a Parish Plan – to be referred to as a Community Plan and this should be done through the village website and noticeboards. Grayshott Society should also be asked if one of their members wishes to participate. It was also agreed that Mrs Bevis would be an ideal Councillor to represent the Council on the matter and the Chairman agreed to ask for her agreement.
10.
Grayshott domain name – Mr Thompson informed Councillors that he could not see a benefit to the Parish Council in purchasing the 4 domain names which Cllr. Ferris Cowper had reserved and, after some discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would thank Cllr. Cowper but would decline the offer and inform other organisations of their availability.

As the time was 9.30pm, the Chairman extended the meeting for 30 minutes.

 11.
Trees for EHDC book – Various trees were suggested for inclusion in the EHDC calendar and possible book of trees of East Hampshire and the Yew on Lyndon Green was selected, together with a picture from the Grayshott Archives’ website of Granny Robinson planting the tree in 1905, due to its historical interest.
12.
The Clinic – location of commemorative plaques – the commemorative stones are currently locked away in for safety in Phil Bates’ property. They belong to Mountford Estates and it was agreed to authorise the Chairman, Mr. Slaughter to liaise with the owners to agree the best position for them to be sited.
13.
Hampshire County Council Charter Consultation – four responses had been received by the Clerk and it was agreed that Mrs. Pennick, together with Mr. Slaughter should amalgamate the comments into a cohesive response.
14.
Hampshire Local Transport Plan Consultation – the Clerk agreed to email the details to Councillors and it was proposed by Mrs Gale, seconded by Mr Jones and agreed by all to postpone the response until the P&R meeting on 7th December 2009.
15. 
2010 Calendar of meetings and date for 2011 Annual Parish Assembly – The Clerk was requested to email  the new 2010 Calendar of meetings to Councillors. It was noted that the Parish Assembly would be on Friday 26th March 2010. The Chair of the North East Magistrate’s Bench, Tony Drake, had agreed to be the guest speaker, or if he was unavailable one of his colleagues would attend. It was further agreed that the 2011 Annual Parish Assembly would be on 8th April 2011.

16.
Christmas office closure and Chairman’s reception
16.1 It was agreed that the last day that the office would be open to the public before Christmas would be Tuesday 22nd December 2009. It would re-open on Tuesday 5th January 2010.

16.2 It was agreed that the Chairman’s festive drinks reception would be held on Wednesday 16th December 2009 in the Small Hall. Mr. Georgii agreed to speak to Mr. Pullen about the booking.
17.
Financial Matters
All reports had been circulated to the Council prior to the meeting

17.1
Income and Expenditure Report as at 30th September – received and noted.

17.2
2010/11 budget suggestions – none.

17.3
Bank Accounts – the reconciliation for the current account was received and noted. The Chairman had noted the balances of the investment accounts. 

17.4
Accounts for Payment - A list of all accounts paid since the 1st September 2009 together with a list of payments due to be made at 1st November 2009 were circulated and approved.
18.
Correspondence
18.1 
A list of correspondence received since the last meeting had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. Noted. The following actions were agreed:


18.1.1The Chairman invited suggestions to be discussed at the Highways meeting to be held on 2nd December 2009. It was agreed to include the resurfacing of the Headley Road between Five ways Junction and Waggoners Way, using a sound absorbing material if possible; location of a bus lay-by at Beechanger End and a footpath to Applegarth. Councillors were asked to view Avenue Road which had been due for re-surfacing a few years ago but had not been done and had deteriorated due to excessive use by the Co-op lorries. It was however a residential road.
18.1.2 Mrs Gale agreed to look at the Consultation on the State of Rural Services. The Clerk agreed to send the on-line link. 

19.
Future Dates

19.1
Date of the next meeting: 11th January 2010. 
The meeting closed at 9.59pm.

Signed: ………………………………………….   Dated: ……………………….
CHAIRMAN

