GRAYSHOTT PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the Council Office, Grayshott Village Hall 

on 18th January 2010
Present: Mr. C. Slaughter, Chairman; Mr. C. Thompson; Mrs. J. Bevis; Mr. R. Fudge; Mrs. J. Gale; Mr. S. Georgii; Mr. C. Jones; Mr. H. Murphy; Cllr. S. James; 2 members of the public and the Clerk Mrs. L. Pennick 

1.
Apologies – Mrs A. Myers.  Mr. I. Robinson was not in attendance.
2.
Declarations of Interest – None

3. Minutes of Meeting - The minutes of the meetings held on 9th November 2009, 14th December 2009 and 14th January 2010 were agreed and signed.
3.1 
Matters Arising – Mr. Slaughter reported that the Speed Limit Reminder sign had been ordered and we were awaiting installation.
4.
Planning & Conservation Committee

4.1.1 Minutes of meetings held on 3rd December 2009 were noted. Mr. Chris Murray, Head of Planning at EHDC, had sent through a list of officers in the Planning department which was very useful. Consideration of the Core Strategy Consultation had been deferred to the extra ordinary meeting of the Council held on 14th December 2009.
4.1.2
Minutes of the meeting held on 14th January 2010 were noted. The meeting scheduled for the 7th had been postponed to the 14th due to the snow. The draft response to the Core Strategy consultation was discussed further. Several letters had been received from local residents and organisations. Mr. Jones thanked the Grayshott Society for their contribution. The deadline for responses had been extended again to 1st February. A further amendment was made to the draft to include Councillors wish to maintain local shops in the centre of the village. Concern over development at Hindhead had been expressed for which the Parish Council is not a statutory consultee. Mrs Gale had volunteered to check Waverley BC applications on a weekly basis. The Clerk was requested to write to Thames Water to ascertain the direction of sewerage from the Expedier House site and whether this affects Grayshott. If so, it was agreed that Mr. Slaughter would include a statement of Councillors’ concerns over the strain on the sewerage system from extensive development at Hindhead in the Core Strategy response. Mrs. Bevis referred to the correspondence received from members of the public in relation to the Core Strategy and in view of the views expressed therein wished to record her objection to the 50 houses proposed over the next 20 years for Grayshott. 
The meeting was adjourned to hear from a member of the public. The meeting was then reconvened. The Clerk advised that the GPC response to the LDF Core Strategy consultation would be attached to the minutes as Appendix 1.
5.
Recreation and Amenities Committee
5.1 Minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2009 were noted. 

5.2 Recommendations – In view of the number of applicants now on the waiting list, it was recommended that 10 further plots should be created at the rear of the grazing land to provide the necessary number of plots. This was proposed by Mr. Fudge, seconded by Mr. Slaughter and agreed. 
5.3 Sport and Recreational Consultation – Mr Thompson suggested a further grant of £1,000 be considered to match the Grayshott Sports Field Committee grant to fund the cost of professional plans for the Pavilion and Sports Field improvements, based on responses received to the public consultation, for presentation at an exhibition to be held in the near future. Mr Fudge proposed the motion, Mr. Jones seconded the proposal and it was agreed, subject to receipt of an estimate addressed to the Parish Council, by 5 votes with 3 abstentions. Mr Thompson agreed that the responses to the consultation would be made available to the Parish Council. Mr Slaughter asked Councillors if they wished to discuss the possible sale of the tennis courts at this time but it was agreed that, as this was not a proposal at this stage, it should be deferred until a later date if it was a consideration.  
5.4 Sports Pavilion Improvements – 3 estimates had been received for the replacement heating and hot water system. Mr Fudge confirmed that the radiators could be retained for use in the new premises when the Pavilion is renewed and proposed that the contract be awarded to Maytia at a cost of £5,323.51 excluding VAT. Mr. Thompson seconded the proposal and all agreed.
5.5 
A3 tunnel: Traffic calming proposal options 

The meeting was adjourned to hear from a member of the public representing the Grayshott Village Traffic Group and the County Councillor, Sam James. The meeting was then reconvened.

Mr. Slaughter thanked the Grayshott Village Traffic Group for their memorandum which had been circulated to Councillors. He undertook to request HCC Highways to provide pictures and, where possible, samples of chicanes, lighting and bollards at the forthcoming public exhibition. He thanked Cllr. James for his reassurance that the consultation was to glean the views of the public and that the two options being suggested by the Highways department did not represent a “fait accompli”.
5.6
A3 Tunnel: Signage proposals – Councillors viewed the proposed location plan for signage on the new A3 and surrounding carriageways. The Clerk reported that Mr. P. Bates was in consultation with the Highways Agency regarding the Grayshott Pottery tourist signs on the new A3. Councillors had no concerns with the proposed signage, however it was pointed out that the white finger post located at the Five Ways currently directs traffic to Liphook along Crossways Road and this should be turned to point along Headley Road as the preferred route after the tunnel is completed.

5.7
Notice boards – Mr Thompson presented an estimate for a 3 bay, free standing notice board with a central locking panel made from man-made timber which was considered expensive and the Clerk was requested to source alternative estimates for the next P&R meeting, if possible. It was agreed in principal that a new free- standing board was required next to the post box alongside Keats Estate Agents and the board that is currently mounted on the wall could be moved to the Crossways Road car park. Provision for the posts had been made within the plans for The Square refurbishment
5.8 
Signs – An estimate to clean the white finger post signs at Five Ways had been received from James Hardy along with work required at Beech Allotments and this was approved. It was suggested that volunteers could be sought in the next edition of Grayshott Scene to clean Road name signs which were very dirty. The Clerk undertook to ask HCC and EHDC whose responsibility it was to keep them clean. 
6.
Policy and Resources Committee
6.1 
Minutes of meeting held on 7th December 2009 - Minutes of the meeting held on 7th December 2009 were noted. Mr. Thompson informed Councillors that A3 Property Services were due to level the slab in The Square when the snow had gone. The insulation had been installed in the loft space at the Village Hall and the radiator installed downstairs in the hallway although it was not yet operational. An estimate had been received from Lightlines for LED lights for the Xmas tree next year and the trees in The Square but these were not required immediately and the estimate would be considered at a later date.
6.2
The Square refurbishment project - an estimate had been received for connection to the electricity service provided by Southern and Scottish Energy at a cost of £1808.00 excluding VAT. The location needs clarification as it should be adjacent to the sub-station but this was not clear from the plan which was out of date. Re-instatement of the paving as stated in the estimate was not required as the electricity board would need to liaise with the contractor for this. The Clerk was requested to ask a representative of Scottish and Southern to meet on site with Mr. Slaughter and Mr. Knifton who would be the electrical contractor on site. Colour charts for the Renotex surface of the planter adjacent to Headley Road were considered and it was agreed that a rough surface in Mid Grey was preferred. Funding for the Community Tile Wall had been approved by the RDPE LEADER fund but not for the Co-op window overlays. It was agreed that an application for £1,800 be made to the HCC Councillor’s fund in respect of the stone sphere, should this be necessary.
6.3
NALC affiliation – Councillors considered correspondence from HALC and NALC and agreed to abstain from a decision on the proposed withdrawal from NALC and await any further developments.
7.
Community Plan update – Mrs. Julie Bevis had volunteered to represent the Parish Council and a meeting had been organised with the other 3 volunteers, Jan Badger, Diana Hewitt and Jo Cooke-Yarborough on Thursday 28th January at 11am. Mrs Bevis undertook to get in touch with Linda Mundy at EHDC in this respect.
8.
The Clinic: Location of Commemorative Plaques – Mr. Slaughter reported that these were still in safe keeping with Mr. Bates for the time being. He was awaiting confirmation of a date to meet the site manager to discuss the future location of the plaques. One suggestion had been the corner of School Road and Beechanger Road.
As the time was 9.30pm, the Chairman extended the meeting for 30 minutes.

9.
Weather conditions in Grayshott – Gordon Sanderson had chaired 2 meetings of volunteers who had set themselves up as the Emergency Group for Grayshott (EGG). Snow had been cleared on Saturday morning in the centre of the village although the rain had helped the situation. It was planned to buy grit and snow shovels for storage behind the public toilets. Councillors agreed that the Parish Council would look favourably on any funding required for these. Mr Thompson was requested to ask the EGG team for suggestions of possible locations for grit bins within the village as HCC had announced plans to purchase more bins for the County.  Mr. Murphy reported that the 2 bins recently purchased by GPC had been a god send in the recent bad weather. Mr Thompson reported that the Parish Council’s insurance company had advised that, if property was cleared and a member of the public fell on the cleared area due to icy conditions, GPC could be liable. It was therefore advisable not to clear the snow. If, however we were requested to do so we are obliged to respond. EGG would be asking all home owners and shopkeepers with frontage on Headley Road to clear the snow in front of their property in future. A database of volunteers with 4wheel drive vehicles was being set up and the next stage would be to identify vulnerable people i.e. elderly, infirm or single parent families. St. Luke’s personnel would assist with this and an appeal would be included in the Grayshott Scene.  
10.
Financial Matters
All reports had been circulated to the Council prior to the meeting

10.1
Income and Expenditure Report as at 31st December 2009 – received and noted.

10.2
Bank Accounts – reconciliation of all accounts were received and noted.

10.3
Accounts for Payment - A list of all accounts paid since the 1st November 2009 together with a list of payments due to be made at 1st January 2010 were circulated and approved.
10.4
 Appointment of external auditor from 2009/10 to 2013/14 – The person nominated by the Audit Commission to audit the Parish Council’s accounts changes every 5 years. Wayne Pickard had been nominated for the forthcoming 5 year period. Mr. Slaughter proposed that Councillors accept the nomination. This was seconded by Mr. Thompson and agreed.

10.5 
Village Hall Grant Aid account – Agreement had been received from HM Customs and Excise to the revised amount of £2034.07 VAT to be refunded from the Grant Aid account in respect of claims made on purchases for the Village Hall. Mr. Slaughter proposed that the remaining balance of the Grant Aid bank account, plus any interest received up until the date of payment, be paid to the Village Hall Management Committee and the Grant Aid account closed. Mrs Gale seconded the motion and all agreed.
11.
Correspondence
11.1 
A list of correspondence received since the last meeting had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. Noted but no action required. In addition the following correspondence was received and noted:
11.1.1
Agenda for the N.E. Community Forum Tuesday 19th January at 6.30pm
11.1.2
Thank you letter from Arthritis Care re. Chairman’s festive drinks

11.1.3
Notice from Abacus HR Consultancy re. payment of staff during absence due to snow. 


11.1.4
St. Luke’s Parish Magazine January 2010

11.1.5
Energy Savings Trust Information leaflet


11.1.6
Letter from Major J. Whittaker re traffic calming and statistics in relation to the A3 tunnel

11.1.7
Letter from EHDC together with posters in respect of the Wheels to Work scheme
12.
Future Dates

12.1
Date of the next meeting: 8th March 2010. 
The meeting closed at 10.00pm.

Signed: ………………………………………….   Dated: ……………………….

CHAIRMAN

