GRAYSHOTT PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the Council Office, Grayshott Village Hall 
on 14th September 2009
Present: Mr. C. Slaughter, Chairman; Mr. C. Thompson; Mrs J. Bevis; Mr. R. Fudge; Mrs. J. Gale; Mr S. Georgii; Mr. C. Jones; Mr H. Murphy; Mr I. Robinson; the Clerk Mrs. L. Pennick and the Assistant Clerk Mrs. E. Sleigh. 

1.
Apologies – Mrs A. Myers
2.
Declarations of Interest – None

3. Minutes of Meeting held on 13th July 2009 - The minutes of the meeting held on 13th July 2009 were agreed and signed.
3.1 
Matters Arising - There were no matters arising.

4.
Planning & Conservation Committee

4.1
Minutes of Meetings held 6th August 2009 and 3rd September 2009 - the following items were brought to the Council’s attention:

4.1.1 
Meeting held on held 6th August 2009 – Mr Jones reported that there had been no objection to 7 applications. Consent had been refused for the proposal to remove one rubbing limb from one oak tree, at the rear of Pigeon Hole, Crossways Road. Item 7.1 flooding due to drainage problems had been discussed under planning matters. No further information was available at this time. Item 7.2 Land at rear of Philips House is being discussed under item 7 on the Agenda. Item 7.3 South Downs National Park Consultation was noted but Councillors did not wish to comment. Item 7.4 Banners and signage being displayed in the village conservation areas. Councillors agreed that anybody displaying advertising boards or banners for events, premises or businesses will be asked to consult with the Parish Council first before displaying their promotional material for future events in respect to the conservation area and to prevent any area becoming cluttered and unsightly. The Clerk was asked to contact Reverend Moray Thomas of St Luke’s church. The Clerk was also asked to write to HCC regarding the Highways signage in the same area.


4.1.2 
Meeting held on 3rd September 2009 – There were no objection to 4 applications however an objection was raised over the TPO on 6 sycamore trees as Councillors felt there were inadequate on seemingly unimportant trees of minimal value.  The new awning outside the former “Kapadokia” restaurant was noted but there were no objections to it. The appeal by Boots UK Ltd for Preliminary Consent to be included in the Pharmaceutical List had been dismissed. 
4.2
Recommendations – none
Mr Thompson apologised for his late arrival.
4.3
Proposed extension to the Conservation Area - The Committee had agreed to approve the proposed Conservation Area but with the addition of the property called “Aumara” in Headley Road. It was also noted that a picture of Ash Villa had been included on page 14 but was not mentioned in the noteworthy properties. Mr Slaughter pointed out that page 4 end of column 2 did not include the shops in Headley Road nor the Fox and Pelican when describing the present conservation area and image 7 should be entitled View of Crossways Road (not Headley Road). In addition, page 17 was not numbered and the footer should be a header as it was currently displayed upside down. The Clerk pointed out two spelling errors of properties on page 14: Stainton House and Glen House. These had been mentioned to the officers from EHDC. Mr Georgii raised the subject of Section 4 which places restrictions on improvements to properties in the conservation area, in particular windows, satellite dishes and double glazing units. Mr Thompson pointed out that wooden frames can be more expensive and he felt the Parish Council would not wish to discourage double glazing installations for environmental reasons. The Clerk was requested to ascertain whether Section 4 would be implemented and Mr Georgii undertook to find out further information for the next meeting.
5.
Recreation and Amenities Committee
5.1
Minutes of Meeting held on 13th August 2009 were noted. Item 5 Beech Allotments – Two allotments have become available for the end of August It was agreed that plot holders would be allow to erect a greenhouse no larger than 8’ x 6’ on removable slabs with toughened glass, subject to approval of the design by Chairman of GPC, Chairman of R and A. There was concern that plot holders may leave a greenhouse behind when vacating the plot but it was decided that most new plot holders would welcome a greenhouse being left so it would not be a problem. Only one quote had still been received by the Clerk for the repairs to the pavilion door and windows. The Clerk had advised the Sports Fileld Committee of the rules surrounding repairs and renewals to the Sports Pavilion. The new cricket nets had been installed on the Sports Field but slight damage to the nets had been incurred already. The clerk had posted a notice on the outside of the nets informing potential users where to obtain the keys, which are currently held by Mr. Peter Clapham and Mr. Harry Murphy. This would allow the public to continue using the facilities whilst protecting them. Damage had been incurred to the cricket sight screens during the early hours of the morning. PCSO Leggatt had been informed. The new lease for the library had been agreed by the Village Hall Management Committee with HCC Library Service.
5.2
Recommendations - none
5.3
Sport and Recreational Survey – Phase 2 of the report had now been received. Reference to the surplus land alongside the allotments referred to the land currently used for grazing. Any change of use would have to be approved by the Secretary of State and the Charities Commission. Concerns were expressed by Mr Murphy at the suggestions that the Tennis Courts could be moved. He pointed out that in his opinion there was no room to add any further activities on the Sports Field without losing half a football pitch. Mr. Thompson advised that no recommendations of that nature had been received nor had any discussion taken place and that any proposals made in Phase 3 of the report, due out in the Autumn, would be discussed by Councillors and decisions would be made at that stage.
5.4
Speed Limit Reminder Signs – Local Parish Partnership – the Clerk reported that Headley Parish Council had received confirmation of funding from Cllr. Sam James for the purchase of the Speed Limit Reminder sign and a meeting would be set up for the three Parish representatives from Headley, Kingsley and Grayshott to decide on a rota for the sign and the locations for it to be installed. Mr. Fudge and Mr. Slaughter agreed to attend with the Clerk.
6.
Policy and Resources Committee
6.1
Bees on the Allotments - Mrs. Gale, Mr. Murphy and Mr. had set up a sub-committee and had contacted other local Parish Councils about the rules for beekeepers with hives on their allotments. They had also visited a local resident who has kept bees for many years and were in the process of preparing a report for P&R on 12th October.

6.2
The Square refurbishment plans - update and funding – Mr Thompson informed Councillors that the Project Team would be meeting on 23rd September. The costings for the project, prepared by the HCC quantity surveyor, would be in the region of £200,000.  The North Community Forum will be meeting on 15th September to consider our application for the release of Developers’ contributions and approval of an environment grant from the Heritage department and an application is being processed for a Fieldfare grant. Councillors were asked to consider the following proposals:
6.2.1. 
To take ownership of the project, accept the tenders and place the orders. 
6.2.2.  To authorise applications for Leader funding and release of Developers' Contributions as well as continuing to source further funding.
6.2.4. 
To underwrite the project or reduce the scale of the scheme by certain specific items or defer implementation of those items should the necessary funding not be in place by the due date. (So far, £120,000 has been agreed by HCC, £13,500 from Grayshott Square Group, £22,000 agreed from GPC, including £20,000 from Charlotte Lyndon Trust).

6.2.5.
To authorise P&R committee to accept tenders and place orders and authorise payments on behalf of GPC. 
6.2.6 
To indemnify the Co-op against damage to the Co-op building wall behind the proposed planter, to be installed at the end of the windows. It was agreed but noted that the contractor should be instructed to instal a proper damp proof course.
6.2.7. To formally agree future maintenance of The Square by GPC.
6.2.8. To agree to plans for overlays on the outside of Co-op windows with archive scenes of Grayshott (funding to be sought).
Concern was expressed by two Councillors over item 6.2.4 and the Clerk was requested to write to HCC asking for a guarantee of the funding offer in light of the current economic climate. A sub-committee of Mr. Slaughter, Mr. Fudge and Mr. Robinson was authorised to assess the response from HCC before endorsing the underwriting of the scheme. Mr Slaughter proposed, Mr Jones seconded and all agreed the other 7 motions.
6.3
Grayshott Village Hall Rent - Rent is now paid for the Parish office instead of grant funding to the GVHMC. A grant of £2,100 had been paid in this financial year to assist with the unexpected burden of the insurance for the Village hall this year as a one-off grant. It was agreed that Mr Slaughter should speak to 2 estate agents in the village to ascertain the present level of commercial rents in the area before a decision could be taken on the proposed rent for 2009/10.
6.4
Grant Application – Vitalise provides respite care for people with disabilities.  Two residents from Grayshott had benefited from three works of respite care during the last year, and so far one resident was benefiting from one week this year.  It was agreed to make a grant of £50.
6.5
Grant Application – Phoenix Theatre had provided workshops at Grayshott Primary School, dealing with issues of bullying.  Also an after-school drama club was attended by twelve children last year, increasing to twenty children this year.  It was agreed to make a grant of £50.
6.6
Grant application – Disability Awareness UK. The Clerk had written to the applicant enquiring about the number of Grayshott residents benefiting from the scheme, and had not yet received a reply.  No decision could therefore be taken at this stage.
6.7
Jack Smith Legacy – Amendment to resolution dated 9th July 2007.  It was agreed to continue the use of the funds in the Jack Smith Legacy account for the purchase of the annual book prize at Grayshott Primary School.  It was noted that this would reduce the purchasing power of the capital sum, due to the considerable fall in interest rates.  
7.
Land at Rear of Philips House sewer works update  
Mr Slaughter advised Councillors about the matter of a Deed of Easement over Parish Council land for the purposes of laying a foul sewer as part of the new Philips house development which was being dealt with by the GPC Legal Executive.  The sewer would be diverted under the wall surrounding the tennis courts, and Mr Slaughter is ensuring that any damage will be repaired by the contractors or at a later date, by Thames Water, when they take over ownership and maintenance of the sewer.  The deed of easement will not be signed until that safeguard is in place.  Mr Jones proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Slaughter for his work on this matter, all agreed.
8.
Annual Parish Assembly 2010 speaker.  Mr Murphy suggested that Ian Whyte, Community Relations Manager for 
Balfour Beatty Civil Engineering, would be an interesting speaker for the Assembly next year.  All agreed.  The clerk 
was requested to invite him to attend.  Should he be unavailable, Mr Robinson suggested that the Chair of the North 
East Magistrate’s Bench, Tony Drake, could be called upon.
9.
Grayshott Scene print run.  In previous years, there have been 1300 copies printed.  It was agreed to have an initial 
print run of 300 copies, to distribute to the five collection points within the Parish.  Mrs Bevis volunteered to monitor 
the five points, and advise the Clerk if further copies are required at the end of the first month.
As the time was 9.30pm, the Chairman extended the meeting for 30 minutes.
10.
Financial Matters
All reports had been circulated to the Council prior to the meeting
10.1
Income and Expenditure Report as at 31st August 2009 – received.   Mr Thompson advised councillors that 42% of the year had passed.  It was noted that admin costs were low.  The Clerk advised that a virement was required from the R&A account to the allotments account, and also from the insurance account to the grants account, to cover expenditure under these headings.
10.2
Bank Accounts – reconciliations for all accounts received and noted. 
10.3
Accounts for Payment - A list of all accounts paid since the 1st July 2009 together with a list of payments due to be made at 1st September 2009 were circulated and approved plus the agreement to the proposal that a new office chair be purchased to comply with current heath and safety regulations.
10.4
Use of charitable donation – Mr Thompson proposed that since the funds were raised at a family-related event, it would be appropriate to donate the funds to charities dealing with children, and suggested the Three Parishes Fund could be considered.   Mrs Gale declared an interest as a trustee, and withdrew from the meeting.  It was agreed that the funds donated by Miles Amusements from the Family Funfair event should be divided between the Grayshott primary School PTA £50, St. Luke’s Church for Youth projects £50 and Three Parishes Fund for families in need £72. The Clerk was requested to thank Alfie and Tracy Miles for their generous donation.
11.
Staffing matters – It was noted that the new Assistant Clerk, Emma Sleigh, had commenced employment and was attending the meeting as her first responsibility.  Mr Slaughter welcomed her, as did all councillors.
12.
Correspondence
12.1 
A list of correspondence received since the last meeting had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. Noted. The following actions were agreed:
12.2
The Local Council Review magazine had highlighted the question of risk assessments in open spaces.  It was agreed to consider this at the next R&A meeting.

12.3
Magical Rooms had made a request on behalf of  Mr. & Mrs. Duncan to display balloons and ribbons on 4 trees alongside the path on Lyndon Green and free standing pots containing balloons and ribbons along the edge of the Village Green for their daughter’s wedding on 26th September 2009 for a period of approximately 3 hours. Mrs. Bevis declared a pecuniary interest and abstained from the decision. Mrs Gale objected to the proposal as the display was in a conservation area and she was concerned that this would set a precedent however 9 Councillors agreed to permit the display of balloons and ribbons along the pathway by the Village green and Lyndon Green on this occasion.
12.4
 Hampshire County Council – Transport and Highways Consultation – Mr. Fudge volunteered to look into the matter.

12.5
 PCMI AGM – noted. Mr Robinson expressed an interest in attending.

12.6
Citizens Advice Bureau – Bordon & Whitehill.  A letter of thanks had been received from the Manager, who had been made redundant following the combination of the Alton, Petersfield and Bordon branches to Petersfield.  

12.7
EHDC had advised that they were preparing a book, and possibly a calendar, of significant trees within East Hampshire.  Nominations were invited from Councillors, to enable the council to select three specimens at the next GPC meeting.

13.
Future Dates
13.1
Date of the next meeting: 9th November 2009. 
The meeting closed at 9.59pm.

Signed: ………………………………………….   Dated: ……………………….

CHAIRMAN

