Traffic Calming Plans
for Crossways Road & Headley Road (East).

Dear Resident or Business

Exhibition by Hampshire County Council
Grayshott Village Hall
Friday 26th February (1pm - 7 pm) and Saturday 27th February (10am - 12 noon).

 

We are writing to raise awareness of this forthcoming consultation event and some of the issues associated with the proposals.

Who are we?
We are a village group comprising a resident each of Crossways Road & Headley Road, plus representatives from the following organisations:

· Grayshott Parish Council

· The Grayshott Society

· Buy in Grayshott

· East Hampshire District Council.

The group, which has been in existence for several months, was formed to look at the scheme designs and other traffic issues.

Traffic Calming – The Rationale
The opening of the Hindhead Tunnel and associated Hazel Grove access to the new A3 will bring, as yet unknown, changes to the traffic flow through Grayshott. A requirement for additional traffic calming measures was identified in response to the following concerns:

· Traffic volumes (and speeds) may increase to and from the west in response to the new, improved A3 and access at Hazel Grove.

· The possibility that Crossways Road may become a preferred "rat run" as drivers seek to avoid congestion at the end of Headley Road and the Haslemere / Hindhead approaches to Hazel Grove.

What are the Plans?
The scheme design as presented to the Parish Council is made up of the following elements:

· Crossways Road.
Road surface bumps plus some road narrowing changes
or
Road surface build outs (chicanes) plus some road narrowing changes.

Both involve signs on the road or in signposting as well as bollards.

· B3033 Headley Road - East (Waverley end).
A similar single option is being proposed plus the introduction of a roundabout at the A3 end of Headley Road 

· Possible Delay
The final alternative is for the decision on what traffic calming measures should be installed to be delayed until after the tunnel has opened. This would enable the most appropriate measures to be taken once the new traffic flows have been assessed. The funding would be protected and after a years’ post monitoring the most appropriate scheme installed in 2013-14

Our Reaction to the Plans
As a group we have identified the following issues with the plans as presented:

i. We view the introduction of traffic calming measures at the eastern/Waverley end of Headley Road as counter-productive if the intention is to encourage traffic flow along this road and they will cause congestion in the village.

ii. Schemes of this nature can lead to a proliferation of street furniture (e.g. signage and bollards) and urbanisation to the detriment of the character of the village, which is in direct contradiction with the Village Design Statement and statements in the E.H.D.C. Core Strategy Preferred Policy.

iii. There is no provision for traffic calming (if required) or slowing along the western approaches to the village centre (i.e. Waggoners Wells Estate and Sports Field areas).

iv. Traffic calming measures of this scale should not be built before the opening of the tunnel and actual traffic flows have been determined.

Our Proposals:
1) That traffic calming is delayed to allow measurement of actual traffic flows over a period of months with funding protected.

2) Should traffic calming be necessary in Crossways Road, there should be no traffic calming in Headley Road apart from the roundabout

3) That the design and construction materials of any traffic calming measures should be as aesthetically pleasing as possible and in sympathy with the character of the village.

We urge that you respond to the opportunity for consultation by attending the exhibition and making your views known to the representatives of H.C.C., S.C.C. and other organisations that will be in attendance.

Yours sincerely,

Mary Seabourne (Crossways Road resident), Chris Oldroyd (Headley Road area,Waverley resident) Phil Bates (BIG), Chris Vardy (Grayshott Society), Ferris Cowper (EHDC councillor), Roy Fudge (Parish councillor)

Supporters: Peter Hatch (Grayshott website), Dick Smith (BIG Chairman) 
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