Buy In Grayshott campaign

Business Meeting held Tues 24th November 2009 at the Fox & Pelican

Meeting commenced 6.10pm

IN ATTENDANCE
Caroline & Kevin Kaighin (Kaighin & Daughter), Gillian Rawcliffe (Columbine B+B & FROGS), Peter & Vivien Harrison (Grayshott Concerts), Peter Hatch (Grayshott.com), Barri Archer (Absolute Power Electrical Services), Graham Page (Golden Valley Poultry), Ken Williams (Grayshott Cricket Club), Phil O’Connor (Phil O’Connor Photography), Nick Keith (Life Magazines), Mark Hall (Grayshott Youth Football Club), Lynda Davies (Blaze House Art), Julie & John Bevis (Magical Rooms), Simon Closier (The Bathroom, Grayshott), Sue Hinchcliffe (Pilgrims of Hindhead), Michelle Dowdell (Everybodies Beauty), Rev Moray Thomas (St Luke’s), Aimee Plant & Jackie Barnett (Life Magazines), Pat Hargreaves (Hargreaves Consultants), Will Benson (Applegarth Farm), Iain Looms & Bonnie Oppermann (Tri-Golf), James George (My Little Princess), Clive Slaughter (Grayshott Parish Council), Liam Duncan (Workmates), Robert Casalis de Pury (Unirom Systems), Sarah Johnson (Keats), Carol Wass (Grayshott Therapies), Lynda Davies (Blaze House Art), Rachael Mulraney (Amelie), Bob Cardona (CDA Option One Ltd), Myles Hill (Co-operative Group), Gordon Sanderson (Scouts & St Luke’s), Michelle Reidy (Grayshott Post Office & Grayshott Galette), Julie Stevens (Grayshott Books), Ann Myers (Parish Council), Glenn Myers (Grayshott Pottery) & Paul Tansley (Paul Tansley Photography).
APOLOGIES

Kemal Babur, Charlotte Moss, Francis Gottesman, Peter Norman, Nick Chilton, Robin Davies, Barbie McSean, Mani & Sudha Rai, Andy Clague, Amanda O’Brien, Sam James, Justine Lago, Carol Houghton, Phil Simmons, Rob Elson, Richard Millard, Linda de Ruiter, Ruth Greenfield & Phil Bates.
MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Robert Elson of Hindhead Driving School had now joined BIG and Pat Hargreaves, Educational Consultant from Ladygate Drive was welcomed as a new member. Tri-Golf were now expanding and new member James George explained that his company “My Little Princess”, specialising in organising parties for children, would be operating from the new building attached to the Golf Centre. At the same time, Peter Jones would operate a golfing supplies company, Caddy Rite, from there.
Paul Tansley Photography from Beech Hill Road, Headley, had applied to join BIG. However, he was just over the agreed boundary. However, after an address by Paul, it was agreed to allow him membership.                                                                                                          
It was noted that La Bella Luna & Bay Leaf Restaurants were now open, and that Applegarth Farm had started doing evening meals from Thursday to Saturday. Michelle Dowdell then announced that “Everybodies Beauty”, in Crossways Road, would be opening on Saturday 28th November, and everyone would be welcome to celebrate it with her, with some nice offers being given at the same time.
The results of a shopping survey in Grayshott by EHDC found that there would be a detrimental effect to footfall in the village should the Surgery have opened a pharmacy outlet.

A letter of gratitude had been received by Fairbridge regarding the £800 donation sent them via Marjolein Stocks on behalf of BIG, in memory of her husband Tony. She had also expressed her heartfelt thanks. There had also been a note of appreciation from Nick Chilton, on behalf of the Grayshott Sports & Recreation Project Group, for a £400 donation BIG had made to help them finance getting plans drawn up for a project planned for Grayshott, which would enable them to seek funding.

BIG had now joined a sub-group of Hindhead Together, to help organise an open day for local people in the new Hindhead Tunnel a week before the official opening, giving a once only opportunity to walk through it.

It was agreed to subsidise rides for children for the first hour after the Christmas Lights were switched on the following day by a payment of £200. Grayshott Concerts kindly agreed to pay half of this cost.
Following a recent break-in attempt at the Pharmacy, it was noted that details of local crimes were reported on the village website. Surrey CC also sent out regular details. With regard to a reported virtual business centre in Grayshott by HCC, it transpired that this had not yet happened, although the Post Office were well on the way, with most services already on offer. EHDC Business Team agreed to come to future meetings to report any significant business developments.

It was noted that Grayshott Scene would no longer be delivered to households, but could be collected at various outlets in the village, or viewed on the village website.
FINANCIAL STATUS
 Following the meeting, Caroline Kaighin reported the following balances:
General Fund £2,015       Lights Fund £958       
Charity Golf Fund £255   Grayshott in Bloom Fund £845     TOTAL FUNDS £4,073
(Amounts paid out: Insurance: £551, Butserfest: £340, Donation – Sports & Recreation: £400, Web-site: £40)
GRAYSHOTT.COM + /BIG
Again, members were asked to ensure the accuracy of their details on either site and advise of any changes.  Peter Hatch reminded new members that their web site could be posted on Grayshott.com free of charge. He had also agreed to administer a couple of other sites for BIG
GRAYSHOTT CONCERTS

Vivien Harrison reported that the following evening’s drama – Dicken’s “A Christmas Carol”, to be performed by the “Strange Face Company”, in St Luke’s Church, had over 200 people going to watch it. Thanks to an Arts Council grant, almost 40 local children would be seeing it free of charge. Following closely on 6th December would be “It’s Christmas”, performed by Excelsis and the choristers of St Edmunds, with funds going to St Luke’s Church bell fund. Tickets had now all been sold. She went on to report that following a recent meeting with their patron, Karl Jenkins, he had signed several of his new Christmas Album CD’s, “Stella Natalis” (Star of Birth). A couple were still available with unsigned copies on sale in the village at £14. The first concert next year would be “Messiah” on 20th March. 
GRAYSHOTT IN BLOOM  
There were plans under discussion with regard to creating a better display next year. Choice of plants, consistency of watering and financing costs were all being carefully examined.  
PARTY IN GRAYSHOTT (PiG) 

Peter Hatch reported that the Firkenfest Beer Festival that PiG had supported had been a great success with very positive feedback. PiG would be putting on a panto, the “Rocky Horror Panto Show” on March 12th/13th next year and it was planned to have a village “Fun Day” on Sunday 20th June. However, the plan to re-instate the “Pyrotechnics Display” next year was still in doubt as the venue at the recreation ground had now been put off limits due to the damage the crowds created, and also because there was no longer a suitable area for a bonfire. Efforts were being made to find an alternative suitable location. A couple were suggested and an appeal was made for any other suggestions.
VILLAGE SQUARE

Most of the funding was now in place to ensure work on the Square would start in the Spring of next year. A Christmas gift wrapping service would be carried out in the Square on the Saturday before Christmas Day. It was rumoured that the real Father Christmas would be in attendance!
LITTER PICK
The litter pick would take place on the following Saturday, starting at 10.00am at Leete’s car park and finishing at 10.45am at the F&P for beverage. Volunteers would be welcomed and were asked to bring their own gloves. There was some major excitement when it was announced that the Parish Council were donating special “Bag holders”, which rose to fever pitch when the Parish Chairman, Clive Slaughter, got up and modelled one! The Parish Council were duly thanked. Members were duly warned that ONLY EIGHT volunteers were needed, and it would have to be on a first come, first served basis.
St. LUKE’S CHURCH & SCOUT GROUP
The Scouts organised “Boundary Walk” had gone very well, with the BBQ in the Square proving popular. It had been decided to hold another one next year. It was then reported that, following the departure of two Scout Leaders, Andrew Smith and John Edser were now undertaking the role. Gordon Sanderson then went on say that the Scouts would be organising a quiz in the Village Hall on 6th February. He also added that sponsors would be very welcome for any of the Scout’s events.
St Luke’s Church was once again creating their own postal service in the village with sheets of 18 stamps available around the village at a cost of £4. Kaighin & Daughter were thanked for paying for the artwork and Business Connections for printing them. There were several special post boxes in the village where letters could be posted with all deliveries been made by church members guaranteed BEFORE Christmas. It was also pointed out that it would be possible, by arrangement, to organise a leaflet drop round the village.

Moray Thomas expressed his gratitude for the support BIG gave to the Church, and asked for suggestions on a cause for any monies that may be raised at the Carol Service in the Square.

VOUCHER WELCOME PACK

Details were given of a new venture for Grayshott. All newcomers to the village or nearby areas buying or renting long term from a local Estate Agent will be given a welcome pack with free offers or instant discounts the first time they call in or use local suppliers that are enrolled in the scheme. This will give the supplier the opportunity to welcome the newcomer and take their details if required for a mailing list. The venture has been set up by Andrew Meehan, who will co-ordinate it on a monthly basis, allowing suppliers to come in or out of it whenever they wish. Full details of the scheme can be found at www.grayshott.com/big/voucher      

CHRISTMAS MARKET

This would be held at the Village Hall on Saturday 12th December from 4.00pm until 6.00pm. There would be a grotto with Father Christmas in attendance giving out presents, free of charge, to the youngsters plus a carousel outside giving free rides for them. Besides the many stalls inside the hall, there would be a hog roast outside. There would also be an exhibition showing how it is intended the Square will look like once the work on it has been completed. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
i) Carols in the Square would once again be held on Christmas Eve, starting at 7.00pm. Helpers will be required for the collection buckets, with Moray deciding where any proceeds will go. Thanks were extended to Peter Harrison for organising much of the programme.
ii) The Shop Awards Dinner would be held on Sunday 31st January 2010. Details would be circulated at a later date.
iii) The Christmas Lights were due to be switched on the following evening (25th) at 5.00pm. There would be a choice of events to choose from following it, with the “Christmas Carol” drama, the “Rocky Horror” film show or the Applegarth Farm Open evening. 
iv) The Christmas Tree for the Square was due to be erected on Sunday 6th December. Volunteers were requested to be at the Square by 11.00am or at Kingswood Firs at 10.00am.
v) Grayshott Care made an appeal for volunteer drivers able to give up a few hours a month
Meeting finished at 7.10pm.
Next meeting will be 
6.00pm Tuesday 26th January 2010, at the Fox & Pelican. 

 In order to try and create a tidier Village, the BIG Campaign organise Litter picking sessions in the Village, and would ask anyone available
to join in on the following date.

Saturday 30th January 2010
Why not put this date in your diary NOW (It’s only for 45 minutes!)

Meet at Leete’s car park at 10.00am

Finish in Fox & Pelican at 10.45am for a complimentary beverage.

Forthcoming Events
.
Dicken’s “A Christmas Carol”
Wednesday 25th November at St Luke’s Church

“It’s Christmas”

Sunday 6th December at St Luke’s Church

Christmas Market

Saturday 12th December at Village Hall

Christmas Gift Wrapping Service

Saturday 19th December in the Square

from 10.00am onwards

Carols in the Square

Thursday 24th December – 7.00pm

Shop Awards Dinner

Sunday 31st January 2010
MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO PLEASE MINIMISE

 THE ON-STREET PARKING OF THEIR VEHICLES 

DURING THE DAY

THIS LEAVES AVAILABLE STREET PARKING 

 FOR CUSTOMERS & VISITORS PASSING THROUGH

“BUY IN GRAYSHOTT CAMPAIGN”
Next Business Meeting

6.00pm Tuesday 26th January 2010 at Fox & Pelican

THE AGENDA WILL NORMALLY FOLLOW THE SAME FORMAT AS PREVIOUS MEETINGS AND WILL BE ISSUED BY E-MAIL A COUPLE OF DAYS BEFOREHAND or/and HANDED OUT AT THE MEETING.

If you have NOT received recent e-mails from me 
then I have NOT got 
your e-mail address. 

If you have one could you 

please e-mail it to me.

You will then join the band 

being first with the BIG news

Co-ordinator & Chairman: Dick Smith  

Phone: 608666 or 07836 203100
E-mail: dick-smith@supalife.com
