Buy In Grayshott campaign

Business Meeting held Tues 26th May 2009 at the Fox & Pelican

Meeting commenced 6.06pm

IN ATTENDANCE
Caroline & Kevin Kaighin (Kaighin & Daughter), Gillian Rawcliffe (Columbine B+B & FROGS), Clive Slaughter (Grayshott Parish Council), Peter & Vivien Harrison (Grayshott Concerts), Gordon Sanderson (Grayshott Scouts & St Luke’s Church), Debbie Norman (PiG), Ann Myers (Parish Council), Peter Hatch (Grayshott.com), Myles Hill (Co-operative Group), Brian Archer (Absolute Power Electrical Services), Graham Page (Golden Valley Poultry), Chris Wheeler (Lewis Wheeler), Chris Bearman (MDO Studio), Colin Thompson (Square Group & Grayshott P C), Julie & John Bevis (Magical Rooms), Glen Myers (Grayshott Pottery), Gillian Chard (PiG), Colette Corner (Renrock Construction), Roy Fudge (Grayshott P C & Greening Campaign), Barbie McSean (Grayshott Village Hall), Steve Georgii (Movies in Grayshott), Mark & Kim Bibby (Fox & Pelican) and Rachael Mulraney (Amelie).
APOLOGIES

Kemal Babur, Dave Cook, Richard Millard, Charlotte Moss, Bob Cardona, Judy Stoker, Francis Gottesman, Jon Hills, Phil Simmons, Peter Norman, Andy Clague, Clair Sparkes, Will Benson, Colin Melton, Linda de Ruiter, Mani & Sudha Rai, Russell Cupitt, Sarah Horridge, Kit Bithrey-George, Anthony Daykin, Sarah Evans, Graham Smith, John Holden, Ferris Cowper, Ruth Greenfield, Rachel Walker, Amanda O’Brien, Nick Chilton, Linda & Robin Davies, Souren Ala, Julie Stevens, Ken Williams, Nick Keith, Phil O’Connor, Rev Moray Thomas, Carol Wass and Janis Davey. 
MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Mark & Kim Bibby, the new landlord and landlady of the Fox & Pelican were introduced and given a good welcome, particularly as they were laying on a superb buffet for all members after the meeting, a very welcomed innovation.
A shopping survey in Grayshott had recently been done by EHDC in which BIG had some input. One of the purposes was to try and establish the busiest outlets and the likely outcome should one fail. The results should be out within a week or two.
The latest copy of the E. Hants Business News had been circulated with some very interesting articles for businesses. It was reported that there had been a large take-up of the Small Business Relief Scheme for businesses with a rateable value of less than £15,000, with nearly £750,000 now been claimed. The Newsletter could be pulled down from the EHDC web site.
The Royal School were providing some BIG members with breakfast and a tour of the school on Monday 1st June. It was reported that there were still a couple of spaces available if any member required one.
Golden Valley Poultry Farm stated that they were organising an event on Friday 26th June in conjunction with Eagle Radio, starting off with an educational tour for local school children and then from 4.00pm until 8.00pm for members of BIG. There would be a BBQ and Bar plus a few other activities. Any profit made will be contributed to the “Grayshott in Bloom” scheme. Details and invites would be sent out in the near future. Graham Page said that, beside his business, he would try and promote BIG, as Eagle Radio would be doing a live broadcast from the site.

Rachael Mulraney, of Amelie, later added that Eagle Radio would be doing a live broadcast in the morning of the same day, and requested as many people as possible to look in on her.

It was agreed to try and get Haslemere Life to run an article showing all the efforts Grayshott Businesses were making to ensure as much as possible is recycled in Grayshott and the various efforts put in to help the environment, as it was felt it would be good for all businesses in Grayshott. 

A petition was now being done taking in all those living along the A3 corridor between Guildford and Portsmouth to try and persuade the NT to keep the existing A3 as a gated emergency route for at least a year once the tunnel had been completed, just in case figures quoted by the HA at the public inquiry proves incorrect.

It was noted that Grayshott Movies had an almost full house the previous Wednesday and were warmly congratulated.
  FINANCIAL STATUS
 Caroline Kaighin reported the following balances:

General Fund £3,123           Lights Fund £1,338       
Charity Golf Fund (£100)   Grayshott in Bloom Fund £1,029     TOTAL FUNDS £5,390
It was agreed that funding for promotion of Grayshott Businesses could be taken from the General Fund. 
GRAYSHOTT.COM + /BIG
Peter Hatch reported that the web site continued to be well used. He then gave a fascinating breakdown of statistics with regard to how various organisations and businesses used it. It was also stressed that BIG members could have a free web page. It was mentioned from the floor that it may be possible to get further help from EHDC with regard to “Search Engine Optimisation”. Further information would be passed on to Peter.
www.grayshott.com/big continued to have it’s minutes and member’s list posted and it’s various functions put up. Members were again reminded to ensure any information posted on either site is accurate and up-dated where necessary.
GRAYSHOTT CONCERTS

Vivien Harrison reported that the London Mozart Players performance of “Mozart on the Ivories” earlier in the month had been another great success and was now looking forward to the next production, Beethoven’s “Eroica” Symphony and Mozart’s “Flute and Harp Concerto”, to be held on Saturday 12th September.
Thanks were again given to all the supporters of the Concerts and in particular to all those that sponsor them and give physical support. Between them they make it possible to have such high quality performances.
Peter Harrison then added that there would be a dramatic production by a stagers touring group of “Christmas Carol” in St Luke’s Church on Wednesday 25th November. This would be followed on 6th December by a repeat of “It’s Christmas”, albeit with different music, with funds going to St Luke’s Church.
GRAYSHOTT IN BLOOM  
There had been a good take-up for the scheme again, and the hanging baskets would be going up within the next few days.
PARTY IN GRAYSHOTT (PiG) 

Gillian Chard reported that although there would not be a Jamboree Day this year, permission had been granted for a small fun fair on the Village Green instead. She then went on to say that there would be a “Stool Ball” competition organised on the Playing Field on Sunday 12th July, with details being circulated in the near future.
Then on Friday & Saturday 30th/31st October, a Beer Festival would be held in the Village Hall. Following some discussion, it was felt it should be a “Beer & Wine” Festival, particularly as Lurgashall Winery was being invited to participate.
VILLAGE SQUARE

Caroline Kaighin reported that the “Best of British” meal in the Square on 10th May and the St Georges Day Tea Party had both been a huge success. She went on to add that £100,000 funding for the renovation and re-design of the Square had now been agreed with Hampshire County Council. With various other funding in place together with the profit made from the various functions put on in the Square, they were now very close to the target required. Plans were thus now in hand to commence work next Spring. 
LITTER PICK
The litter pick would take place on the following Saturday, starting at 10.00am at Leete’s car park and finishing at 10.45am at the F&P for beverage. Volunteers were asked to bring their own gloves. DS reported that helpers for the last litter pick had been thin on the ground and hoped for a couple more volunteers.
St. LUKE’S CHURCH & SCOUT GROUP
Gordon Sanderson gave a brief resume of some of the help given by the church to the needy in the village, including how a score of elderly were entertained and fed once every week. He stressed that volunteers were vital for much of this work, and any support that could be given would be appreciated.
He went on to remind members that there would be “An Audience with Jonathan Veira” at St Luke’s Church on Saturday 11th July, and highly recommended it as being very entertaining.

On the weekend 4th/5th July the Rezurgence Group would be doing a 24 hour static pedal bike marathon for charity and during the first week of August the Church would have a Holiday Week for children, when they would be entertained each day.

There was then an invitation for businesses to offer support or sponsorship for the Scouts organised “Boundary Walk” on Sunday 27th September, particularly with clear signposting!!!  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Dates were given of various events as follows:

i) 19th August – BIG Fishing Match at Lythe Hill Pond – sponsored by Grayshott Tackle

ii) 23rd August – Fun 6-a-side Cricket Match at the Recreation Ground, organised by Grayshott C.C.
iii) 2nd September – BIG Charity Golf Day – sponsored by Gascoigne-Pees.

Further details would be circulated in due course.

Roy Fudge then gave a short presentation on the Greening Campaign which was now entering the second stage. He hoped to give further encouragement to local people to shop locally, as it meant a lower carbon footprint and contributed in keeping Grayshott green. To launch the second stage there would be an event in the Square on the 20th June finishing with a showing of the film “An Inconvenient Truth” in the Village Hall. He added that there was also a campaign to encourage more honey bees in Grayshott and was looking for local sites. In time it may be possible to market Grayshott honey!

The meeting was concluded with a lecture from Peter Harrison ramming home the message that all businesses should do their best to buy locally where-ever possible. He pointed out that many may be surprised how competitive many local businesses could be, even when up against large web-site conglomerates.  

Meeting finished at 7.15pm with thanks to Mark & Kim for the free use of the restaurant. Special thanks were given for their kind hospitality.
Next meeting will be 6.00pm 
Tuesday 28th July 2009 at the Fox & Pelican. 
NOTE: Meeting dates for rest of year as follows:

  Tues 22nd September, Tues 24th November

In order to try and create a tidier Village, the BIG Campaign organise Litter picking sessions in the Village, and would ask anyone available 
to join in on the following date.

Saturday 30th May 2009
Why not put this date in your diary NOW (It’s only for 45 minutes!)

Meet at Leete’s car park at 10.00am

Finish in Fox & Pelican at 10.45am for a complimentary beverage.

Forthcoming Events
.
JONATHAN VEIRA (Opera Singer & Raconteur)
Doing a one-man show
On Saturday 11th July 2009 at St Luke’s Church
PiG Stool Ball Competition

Sunday 12th July 2009 on the Recreation Ground

BIG Fishing Match

Wednesday 19th August 2009 at Lythe Hill Pond

BIG Charity Golf Day

Wednesday 2nd September 2009 at Hurtmore G C

Beethoven’s Eroica Symphony and

Mozart’s Flute and Harp Concerto

Saturday 12th September 2009 at St Luke’s Church
MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO PLEASE MINIMISE

 THE ON-STREET PARKING OF THEIR VEHICLES 

DURING THE DAY

THIS LEAVES AVAILABLE STREET PARKING 

 FOR CUSTOMERS & VISITORS PASSING THROUGH

“BUY IN GRAYSHOTT CAMPAIGN”
Next Business Meeting

6.00pm Tuesday 28th July 2009 at Fox & Pelican

THE AGENDA WILL NORMALLY FOLLOW THE SAME FORMAT AS PREVIOUS MEETINGS AND WILL BE ISSUED BY E-MAIL A COUPLE OF DAYS BEFOREHAND or/and HANDED OUT AT THE MEETING.

If you have NOT received recent e-mails from me then I have NOT got your e-mail address. 

If you have one could you 

please e-mail it to me.

You will then join the band 

being first with the BIG news

Co-ordinator & Chairman: Dick Smith  

Phone: 608666 or 07836 203100
E-mail: dick-smith@supalife.com
