Buy In Grayshott campaign

Business Meeting held Tues 31st March 2009 at the Fox & Pelican

Meeting commenced 6.08pm

IN ATTENDANCE
Caroline & Kevin Kaighin (Kaighin & Daughter), Ken Williams (Grayshott Cricket Club), Gillian Rawcliffe (Columbine B+B & FROGS), Clive Slaughter (Grayshott Parish Council), Peter & Vivien Harrison (Grayshott Concerts), Gordon Sanderson (Grayshott Scouts & St Luke’s Church), Debbie Norman (PiG), Ann Myers (Parish Council), Peter Hatch (Grayshott.com & PiG), Carol Wass (Grayshott Therapies), Ben Bagguley (Fox & Pelican), Rachel Walker (Life Magazines), Sue Hinchcliffe (Pilgrims of Hindhead), Lynda Davies (Blaze House Art), Philippa Steward & Bill Oversby (The Best of Haslemere), Myles Hill (Co-operative Group), Brian Archer (Absolute Power Electrical Services), Graham Page (Golden Valley Poultry), Ruth Greenfield (Ruth Greenfield Cards), Robyn Clarke (Grayshott Pottery), Janis & Ken Davey (Elizabeth Gordon), Robin Davies (Hampshire Chimney Services), Chris Wheeler (Lewis Wheeler), Julie Stevens (Grayshott Books), Kit Bithrey-George (The Royal School), Chris Bearman (MDO Studio), Phil Bates (Grayshott Society), Amanda O’Brien (Surrey Singing Studio), David & Yolander Greenen (Yolander Barbers), Nicola (Delta Radio), Phil O’Connor (Photographer) and Moray Thomas (St Luke’s Church).
APOLOGIES

Kemal Babur, Dave Cook, Marion Orchard-Webb, Richard Millard, Charlotte Moss, Bob Cardona, Judy Stoker, Francis Gottesman, Barbie McSean, Jon Hills, Phil Simmons, Peter Norman, Sheila Kirby, Andy Clague, Susan Shaw, Clair Sparkes, Keith Cox, Will Benson, Colin Melton, Linda de Ruiter, Mani & Sudha Rai, Russell Cupitt, Sarah Horridge, Simon Closier and Len Edwards. 
MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Amanda O’Brien from Surrey Singing Studio was introduced, and, although residing just outside the normal boundary area, was voted in and welcomed as a member of BIG.

Nicola from Delta Radio was welcomed as a guest and gave a short address. She emphasised how Delta were keen to promote the local area and emphasised that charity events would get free plugs. Graham Page stated how satisfied he had been with the help he had been given by them to promote his business.   
David & Yolander Greenen, of Yoland Barbers, were also warmly welcomed.
A letter of thanks had been received from St Luke’s Church thanking BIG for the donations that had been made for the Organ Fund.

A nice e-mail had been received from Sudha & Mani Rai saying how much they enjoyed hosting the BIG “Best Dressed Shop” Awards dinner, especially as they were able to enjoy it as a guest as well. The evening went very well. A list of the marking for the various businesses was available. £273 was spent on a new trophy, frames and prizes, resulting in a shortfall of £203.

The latest copy of the E. Hants Business News had some very interesting articles for businesses, which included details of the Small Business Relief Scheme for businesses with a rateable value of less than £15,000, Start-up Incentive Grants for new small businesses, Guidance from Business Link, Enterprise First providing free support, details of various other Grants and all sorts of opportunities. This could be pulled down from the EHDC web site.
At the last Hindhead Together Joint Advisory meeting it was reported that plans are due to be submitted for residential units at Undershaw, and that they may get planning permission. 

An offer of help had been made from “Life in Haslemere” to have some BIG Directories delivered to various other areas in the local district.

A very pleasant e-mail from the Village Hall Committee had been received saying what a great success they thought the Christmas Market was, and, in view of the obvious misunderstanding of the hire cost of the hall, they very generously agreed to waiver the additional £79 charge.

An e-mail had been received from a local resident who had just come back from a weekend in Kent, staying very close to the Dartford Bridge & Tunnel, pointing out how quickly traffic came to a standstill for miles around following an incident in the tunnel. Police, Ambulance, Fire Brigade and Recovery vehicles were unable to get through. It was hoped that this would not be the case when the old A3 was closed following the opening of the tunnel. However, a member pointed out that Farnham was grid-locked following the recent closure of the A3 at Hindhead with traffic tailed back almost into Bordon.  
FINANCIAL STATUS

 Ben Bagguley reported the following balances:

General Fund (with surplus from BIG Directory) £2,600           Lights Fund £1,338       
Charity Golf Fund (£65)   Grayshott in Bloom Fund £994     TOTAL FUNDS £4,867
Ben then stood down as Treasurer as he was leaving the area, and was applauded for his services.

Caroline Kaighin then agreed to take on the position and accepted the books of account, together with invoices to be paid, namely £15 for Panto Advert, £100 for Cricket Club sponsorship and £110 refund to Clair Sparkes for a Directory overpayment.
GRAYSHOTT.COM + /BIG
Peter Hatch reported that further refinements were still being done to his site and that he was working closely with Andrew Figiel to carry these out. He urged all members to ensure he had all e-mail addresses so he could send out his weekly report, if they wanted it, of forthcoming events and news, and also asked that they check their information on the various sites to check they were accurate. He also stressed that all BIG members could have a free web page.
www.grayshott.com/big reported that the work Peter & Andrew were doing would encompass the BIG website and again lead to a more user friendly situation. Again, members should also check the accuracy on their membership listing. Any alteration details would automatically, within a day or so, go on to the Area Business Directory on grayshott.com. 
GRAYSHOTT CONCERTS

DS stated that he had relinquished the chairmanship of Grayshott Concerts in favour of Anthony Ramsden, a person far more suited to the position. However, having worked closely with Peter & Vivien since the inception of Grayshott Concerts, he assured members that no two people could be more dedicated to providing Grayshott with the very best of Classical Music, and they put in enormous amounts of time to ensure this. He would ensure that BIG would continue to fully support them. A round of applause was given to them in appreciation of their efforts.

Vivien reported that the recent Stabat Mater concert, attended by it’s composer, Karl Jenkins, had been a huge success. A message had subsequently been received from Karl Jenkins saying how much he had enjoyed it, particularly as the standard was so high, a particular relief for it’s composer. He went on to say how fantastic it was to see such community support for such worthwhile and professionally run concerts and felt privileged to have been part of one of them. 
She went on to report that on FRIDAY 8th May, Pianist Howard Shelley, one of the most respected and accomplished pianists on the world stage today, and the London Mozart Players would be performing “Mozart on the Ivories”. Tickets were now on sale as were pre-supper tickets at the Gurkha Durbar Restaurant.  
Beethoven’s “Eroica” Symphony and Mozart’s “Flute and Harp Concerto” would be the following concert to be held on Saturday 12th September.
The importance of sponsorship was highlighted and thanks were given to all those involved. It was added that the accounts had been examined and passed off by Jonathan Tippet (free of charge) and were available for inspection.
Peter Harrison later added that consideration was being given for a dramatic production by a stagers touring group of “Christmas Carol” in St Luke’s Church on Wednesday 25th November.

GRAYSHOTT IN BLOOM  
It was reported that the cost of hanging baskets and the watering was being arranged, but before ordering, there would be a check to find out what the take-up of the scheme would be. Obviously the financial climate will have its toll. However, it was intended to use the surplus in the fund to cover much of the watering cost, thus making this year’s costs about 35% cheaper than last year. However, a good take-up would be required. 

PARTY IN GRAYSHOTT (PiG) 

Peter Hatch reported that Gillian Chard had now taken over the role of Chairperson.

The Village Pantomime, “Dickus Whitticus” had been a great success and had also made a large surplus, in excess of £1,500. It was hoped to contribute £500 of this to Grayshott School for an enclosure for their pool.
However, the Committee of PiG had decided not organise a Fun Day or a Pyrotechnics Display this year as they wished to recharge their batteries. However, they were looking to organise a sporting event in the Summer and a Beer Festival in October
Although there was certain regret that at least a Carnival couldn’t be organised, it seemed that there may be a fair on the village green on the weekend the Fun Day would normally have been.

VILLAGE SQUARE

Caroline Kaighin reported that the exhibition went well and produced a few constructive comments. Future events planned in order to raise further funds for the work include a “Best of British” meal in the Square on 10th May as well a St Georges Day Tea Party in the afternoon on  23rd April, with some May Pole dancing laid on by Grayshott School pupils.
LITTER PICK
The litter pick would take place on the following Saturday, starting at 10.00am at Leete’s car park and finishing at 10.45am at the F&P for beverage. Volunteers were asked to bring their own gloves. This would be combined with the annual village clean up.
St. LUKE’S CHURCH & SCOUT GROUP
Another thank you was given to BIG for both starting off the fund for the restoration of the church organ and also for making the final contribution. Gordon Sanderson then went on to promote the Holiday Club being organised by the church for children during the first week of August. There was also an appeal made for more volunteers to assist in the running of the Scout movement in Grayshott. He reported that the Scouts had a recent successful day doing a car wash day in the village. He added that a delightful evening has been organised on Saturday 11th July in St Luke’s Church, when Jonathan Veira, an opera singer and raconteur, would be giving a one man show of his life and times.
Rev Moray Thomas went on to outline a teenage youth scheme that centred on two adults working with a group of teenagers for about two hours a week to facilitate their ideas for a weekly programme. He felt that adult friendship from outside the family was one of the greatest needs of teenagers, and would welcome volunteers to see the scheme expanded. He added that the older people were not being neglected as there were thoughts being given on how to fill the gap left by the recent demise of a group in the village. Lastly, he outlined the start-up of a monthly series of recitals at St Edmund’s School. An experienced marketing person was being sought to promote this new venture.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Ken Williams announced that a charity cricket match would be held on 24th May and the Fun 6-a-side match would be held on 23rd August, both at the Recreation Ground.
Kevin Kaighin then gave details of a charity fun production being put on at the Village Hall, “Spend, Spend, Spend” from 22nd – 25th April, starting at 7.30pm, with tickets on sale at Grayshott Books.
Kit Bithrey-George wished to invite members to a breakfast morning at The Royal School, in order to show members round the school, and would be giving details in the near future.

Concern was expressed with the further bid by Grayshott Surgery to obtain permission to have a pharmacy on their premises. Concerns centred on the fear that it would take foot-fall away from local shops, and, even worse, force the existing pharmacy to close, forcing people out of the village to seek medical supplies, contrary to the ethos of being able to “Buy in Grayshott”. It was felt the knock-on from this could have a serious impact on many local retailers. 
Meeting finished at 7.25pm with thanks to Ben Bagguley for the free use of the restaurant, and best wishes were given for his future.
Next meeting will be 6.00pm 
Tuesday 26th May 2009 at the Fox & Pelican. 
NOTE: Meeting dates for rest of year as follows:

  Tues 28th July, Tues 22nd September, Tues 24th November

In order to try and create a tidier Village, the BIG Campaign organise Litter picking sessions in the Village, and would ask anyone available 
to join in on the following date.

Saturday 30th May 2009
Why not put this date in your diary NOW (It’s only for 45 minutes!)

Meet at Leete’s car park at 10.00am

Finish in Fox & Pelican at 10.45am for a complimentary beverage.

Forthcoming Events
.
“SPEND-SPEND-SPEND” at VILLAGE HALL

22nd – 25th April 2009

St GEORGE’S DAY IN THE SQUARE

Thursday 23rd April 2009

MOZART ON THE IVORIES

in St Luke’s Church - Friday 8th May 2009

BEST OF BRITISH MEAL IN THE SQUARE

Sunday 10th May 2009

CHARITY CRICKET MATCH

Sunday 24th May 2009
at Grayshott Recreation Ground

JONATHAN VEIRA (Opera Singer & Raconteur)
Doing a one-man show
On Saturday 11th July 2009 at St Luke’s Church

MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO PLEASE MINIMISE

 THE ON-STREET PARKING OF THEIR VEHICLES 

DURING THE DAY

THIS LEAVES AVAILABLE STREET PARKING 

 FOR CUSTOMERS & VISITORS PASSING THROUGH

“BUY IN GRAYSHOTT CAMPAIGN”
Next Business Meeting

6.00pm Tuesday 26th May 2009 at Fox & Pelican

THE AGENDA WILL NORMALLY FOLLOW THE SAME FORMAT AS PREVIOUS MEETINGS AND WILL BE ISSUED BY E-MAIL A COUPLE OF DAYS BEFOREHAND or/and HANDED OUT AT THE MEETING.

If you have NOT received recent e-mails from me then I have NOT got your e-mail address. 

If you have one could you 

please e-mail it to me.

You will then join the band 

being first with the BIG news

Co-ordinator & Chairman: Dick Smith  

Phone: 608666 or 07836 203100
E-mail: dick-smith@supalife.com
