Buy In Grayshott campaign

Business Meeting held Tues 29th July 2008 at the Fox & Pelican

Meeting commenced 6.10pm

IN ATTENDANCE
Caroline & Kevin Kaighin (Kaighin & Daughter), Ken Williams (Grayshott Cricket Club), Gillian Rawcliffe (Columbine B+B & FROGS), Clive Slaughter (Grayshott Parish Council), Peter Norman (Light Lines), Glen Myers (Grayshott Pottery), Phil Bates (Grayshott Society), Peter & Vivien Harrison (Grayshott Concerts), Gordon Sanderson (Grayshott Scouts & St Luke’s Church), Debbie Norman (PiG), Ann Myers (Parish Council), Kit Bithrey-George (The Royal School), Richard Millard (EHDC), Andy Smith (Grayshott Social Club), Peter Hatch (Grayshott.com & PiG), Liam Duncan (Workmates), Julie Stevens (Grayshott Books), Alli Cardona (Custom Cookie Company), Chris Little (Courtwood Systems), Doug Holman (New Dimension Enterprises Ltd), Brian Archer (Absolute Power Electrical Services), Michelle Reidy (Grayshott Post Office), Chris & Sian Wheeler (Lewis Wheeler Solicitors), Bob Cardona (CDA Option One), Jason Powell (Transport Manager, The Bathroom) and Karen Brooks (Aqua PR). 

APOLOGIES

Kemal Babur, Francis Gottesman, Darren Broom, Jon Hills, Barrie Archer, Sarah Evans, Judy Stoker, Andy Clague, Dave Cook, Marion Orchard-Webb, Don (Sea Raj), Sudha & Mani Rai, Simon Crosier,  John & Julie Bevis, Barbie McSean, Sheila Kirby, Keith & Zoe Cox, Janis & Ken Davis, Will Benson, Phil O’Connor, Ben Bagguley and Carol Weiss

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

A welcome was extended to newcomers Kit Bithrey-George of The Royal School, Allison Cardonna of The Custom Cookie Company and Chris & Sian Wheeler of Lewis Wheeler Solicitors.

Andrew Meehan was still actively progressing a welcome pack for all new comers to the village.

Getting copy for the new Business Directory was taking far longer than hoped for and members were asked to act quickly on this as the deadline could not continue to be extended.

Posters for the Butserfest 2008 being held at Queen Elizabeth Park were now up advertising Grayshott as an “award winning village, a place to visit and shop”.  

A presentation was recently made to the Petworth Business Association on how BIG operated, which went down very well and also gave some useful media coverage for Grayshott.

A recent meeting with Eagle Radio explored the possibility of promoting the businesses in Grayshott even further, but a worthwhile campaign proved too expensive for BIG to consider at the present time.

An enquiry had been made to Hampshire CC in regard to registering businesses with Hants Trading Standards with a view to joining a “Buy with Confidence” scheme. Brian Archer informed the meeting that he had enrolled into the scheme and indicated that various checks would be made, both on the business and, in certain cases, on employees, prior to acceptance. Details would be sent to all members on e-mail once received. 

 FINANCIAL STATUS

 Ben Bagguley (absent at meeting) reported the following balances:

General Fund £327            Lights Fund £900 (£525 paid for electricity cost)

Grayshott in Bloom Fund £520       Map Fund £130      

TOTAL AT BANK £1,877

GRAYSHOTT.COM + Buy-in-Grayshott.com

 Peter Hatch reported that the site continued to be very well used and that he was constantly trying to refine it even further. There had been several changes which he felt improved it and would welcome any other constructive input. The Royal School had now become a sponsor of the site, making a total of sixteen.

Following recent discussions, it was agreed to further integrate the “Buy-in-Grayshott.com” web site into the “Grayshott.com” site. Besides having a link more prominently displayed on the village web site, it would also be possible to enter direct by calling up “grayshott.com/BIG”.

GRAYSHOTT CONCERTS

Vivien Harrison reported that Madam Butterfly, the Open Air Opera, was a great success, and thanked the scores of businesses that supported it. In particular, the major sponsor, Lloyds Pharmacy. Special thanks were also given to the Fox & Pelican for providing a really good buffet in difficult circumstances.

She then went on to remind members of the next forthcoming concert being held on 1st November when Chloe Hanslip will perform Vivaldi’s Four Seasons. Supper would be at Wings-Woods.

Peter Harrison then went on to outline a possible venture for 2010, namely a Festival of Music & Art, held over five or so days. As he felt that Grayshott was a deprived area in terms of Music & Art, he had discovered that there were vast sources of grants available to promote such deprived areas. 
Tens of thousands of pounds were available in order to hire the very best performers as well as paying for the huge cost of PR and admin. All this would need the input from many of the village organisations. There was same debate on whether, should funds be available, it would be a good idea to hold such an event. Concern was raised as to whether traffic could be catered for and would there be an adverse effect for businesses and whether the area was already well served by similar events close by. It was agreed to look further into doing a feasibility study, and suggested that the “Party in Grayshott” group, who were experienced in putting on village events, be involved.

GRAYSHOTT IN BLOOM  

There had been a lot of good feedback with regard to the hanging baskets, mostly from people saying how good they looked. Businesses that had not yet paid were asked to do so as soon as possible. 

PARTY IN GRAYSHOTT (PiG) 

The “Family Fun Day” held on Sunday 29th June had been a great success and businesses were thanked for their kind donations and help.

The next large event would be the Pyrotechnics Display being held on Sunday 2nd November.

VILLAGE SQUARE 

Caroline Kaighin reported that funds were now in place to proceed with archetects to get final plans drawn up. It was hoped that there would be a definitive design and plan in place by Autumn of next year, with funding in place to carry it out.

Another meal (Plat de jour) had been arranged in the Square for Sunday 14th Septenber.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

i) LITTER PICK: There were several volunteers for the litter pick to be carried out on the following Saturday.

ii) CHRISTMAS MARKET: Ann Myers reported that it had been decided to hold the Christmas Market this year in the Village Hall due to the adverse conditions experienced in previous years. She agreed to organise the team to help organise it and would confirm a date in the near future.

iii) CHARITY CRICKET MATCH: BIG were putting in a team, captained by Dick Smith, for a fun 6-a-side competition being held the following Sunday on the Sportsfield. 

iv) CHARITY GOLF DAY: This was being held at Hurtmore Golf Club on Wednesday 3rd September. It was hoped to field ten teams of four players. The charity or cause would be decided on the night by the players.

v) MOVIES IN GRAYSHOTT: It was pleasing to hear that Movies in Grayshott had been agreed some funding to enable them to continue their work from the coming Autumn.

Gordon Sanderson reminded everyone that the Boundary Walk would be taking place on Sunday 28th September. All were welcome to join in and could obtain a sponsorship form from various outlets in the village if they wished to support a charity of their choice. The Scouts would like a £5 donation from all participants as they were organising everything.

Meeting finished at 6.55pm with a vote of thanks to Ben Bagguley for the free use of the restaurant.

Next meeting will be 6.00pm 

Tuesday 23rd September at the Fox & Pelican. 

Forthcoming Events
.
VILLAGE BOUNDARY WALK

Sunday 28th September
PLAT DE JOUR

In the Village Square

Sunday 14th September
VIVALDI’S FOUR SEASONS

with Chloe Hanslip at St Luke’ Church

Sat 1st November

PYROTECHNICS DISPLAY
On Village Recreation Ground

Sunday 2nd November
MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO PLEASE MINIMISE

 THE ON-STREET PARKING OF THEIR VEHICLES 

DURING THE DAY

THIS LEAVES AVAILABLE STREET PARKING 

 FOR CUSTOMERS & VISITORS PASSING THROUGH

In order to try and create a tidier Village, the BIG Campaign organise Litter picking sessions in the Village, and would ask anyone available 
to join in on the following date.

Saturday 27th September 2008
Why not put this date in your diary NOW (It’s only for 45 minutes!)

Meet at Leete’s car park at 10.00am

Finish in Fox & Pelican at 10.45am for a complimentary beverage.

“BUY IN GRAYSHOTT CAMPAIGN”

Next Business Meeting

6.00pm Tuesday 23rd September 2008 at Fox & Pelican

THE AGENDA WILL NORMALLY FOLLOW THE SAME FORMAT AS PREVIOUS MEETINGS AND WILL BE ISSUED BY E-MAIL A COUPLE OF DAYS BEFOREHAND or/and HANDED OUT AT THE MEETING.

If you have NOT received recent e-mails from me then I have NOT got your e-mail address. 

If you have one could you 

please e-mail it to me.

You will then join the band 

being first with the BIG news

Co-ordinator & Chairman: Dick Smith  

Phone: 608666 or 07836 203100
E-mail: dick-smith@supalife.com
